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APPROBATION.

By virtue of the authority granted me by the Most
Reverend Mathias Raus, Superior General of the Con-
gregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, I hereby sanc-
tion this edition of the Life of Blessed Brother Gerard,
translated from the German.

It is my ardent desire that this book may spread
devotion to Blessed Gerard, and inspire the hearts
of the young with love for the religious vocation. May
all who feel themselves called resolutely embrace the
state of life, which however humble, blessed Gerard
has rendered so illustrious by his virtues.

FERD. A. LITZ, C. 88. R.

Provincial.

New York, April 26th, 1896.

Feast of our Lady of Good Counsel.
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST GERMAN EDITION.

An abundance of the most extraordinary operations
of divine grace, set in the frame of a very ordinary
human life, is what is here presented to the reader.

The atmosphere of miracles, which he enters who dis-
dains not to peruse these pages, will in no manner mis-
lead the reader, provided he keeps constantly in mind
the design of God in raising up souls similar to the
Venerable Gerard Majella.

God’s design does not aim simply at setting in the
firmament of the Church, as new stars, those extraordi-
nary beings who shall serve to increase the knowledge
of “day and night,” and point out the right course through
the dangerous sea of this life; that is, God does not
wish to raise up only such saints, who by their efforts
and struggles and the clear manifestation of their soul’s
life in every particular may serve as models for instruct-
ion and imitation. God’s design is a loftier one, show-
ing forth, in these vessels of grace, in an unmistakable
and even palpable manner, His continued presence and
working in the Church; and by means of heavenly orna-
ments, exhibiting this Spouse of the Holy Ghost in all
her grandeur and majesty.

As our Lord, in the beginning of His Church sought,
by the glory of His miracles and those of His Apostles,
to attract the attention of men and to make them ack-
nowledge “ Here is the truth because here is omnipotence;”
so He also acts, and shall act, continually to the end of
time, for the benefit of future generations.

He permits saints to appear who stand forth like
supernatural beings, in whom miracles become in a cer-
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tain sense personified, and who force us to acknowledge
that “There is the finger of God.”

These saints are to us arguments for our holy faith
rather than models for imitation. They are the visible
signs of God’s spirit invisibly operating in His Church.
They are the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Redee-
mer: -“And these signs shall follow them that believe;
in my name, they shall cast out devils, they shall speak
with new tongues, they shall take up serpents, and if
they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them,
they sha,ll lay their hands upon the sick and they sha.ll
recover.” (Mark XVI; 17, 18.)

Such saints are the bridal ornaments of the Church
of which only she can boast, and, in which she can
not be imitated in the remotest degree by any of the
heretical sects.

The appearance of these highly privileged souls
has for its first object the awakening of faith, of con-
viction, of enthusiasm for our holy religion, and of that
sentiment which our enemies so fondly and so absurdly
call, the fanaticism of the Catholic Church. Besides, by
these specially gifted members are often healed the par-
tial injuries done to the Church, which require the ser-
vices of extraordinary physicians; sometimes, they are
needed to enkindle the fire of zeal in a particular part of
God’s Kingdom, or to put the seal of divine approval
on a recently established sacred institution.

Keeping these things in view, the Catholic reader will
find in the life of the servant of God, Gerard Majella,
nothing strange or repulsive, notwithstanding the su-
perabundance of what is wonderful. To the infidel, as
well as to those under the erroneous impression that the
Church is merely a human institution, and not a divine
organism, vivified by the divine spirit, the history of the
life of Brother Gerard will certainly appear to be only a
fable and a tissue of lies; to the believer however, it
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will afford a new argument for truth; a consolation and
strength in the exercise of faith. He will meditate with
edification on the virtues of the saintly young man, es-
pecially the virtues of humility and heroic obedience,
and will reflect with salutary astonishment on the great
number of wonderful gifts which the Lord designed to
bestow upon him.

A touching spectacle will be to him the poor lay-
brother, who, with the greatest simplicity and the most
childlike innocence accomplished an extraordinary de-
sign of God.

Called by the Lord, even in the days of his child-
hood, Gerard obeys the divine voice with the most
astonishing zeal; steadily and rapidly growing in spirit
under the pressure of all kinds of sufferings and trials,
he manifests himself, under the influence of grace, a
worker of miracles, a prophet, a theologian, a director of
souls, and a man of God.

‘Wherever he goes, he revives languishing piety, en-
kindles ardent faith, enlivens Christian Charity, rescues
innumerable souls from destruction. To his country, he
is an ornament, and to the recently established Congre-
gation of Saint Alphonsus, a support. After a few
years, he is called from the earth leaving behind him
the splendor of his miracles. This is truly a life which
- manifests the power of grace! Itisthe happy consum-
mation of one of those designs of God which are con-
ceived for the salvation of those who say: “Oh Lord
Ibelieve! help my unbelief!” The reader is, however,
justified in asking the question, whether the narration
of 8o wonderful a life can lay claim to full credibility ?
To this we can answer most decidedly in the affimative.
The sources from which is drawn the history contained
in these pages, are of such a nature, that there cannot be
the least doubt as to their genuineness and authenticity.
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In regard to the history of Gerard’s life and miracles,
very many intelligent and truth-loving persons have
given, under oath, their testimony contained in the
“Acts relative to the Beatification and Canonization,”—
Acts from which the highest ecclesiastical authorities
have formed the judgement that the Venerable servant of
God practised the Christian Virtues in a heroic degree.
These declarations, being pure and genuine sources,
must be of the highest value to the historian,

Of not less importance and value are to the reader the
two lives of the Servant of God written by Fathers An-
thony Tannoja and Joseph Landi. Father Tannoja,
the well known, exact, and conscientious biographer of
St. Alphonsus, not only lived in the Congregation with
the servant of God, but also had opportunities to observe
him more closely, and perfectly to discern his spirit.
The little book he wrote of him, and in which he
recorded with his usual care the most important events
of his life, was published in 1804.

Even before Father Tannoja, Father Landi had taken
up his pen in behalf of the saintly brother. He, too,
could speak from personal observation; still his work,
though finished in the year 1870, was never published,
and exists only in MSS..

From the following three sources, later biographers
have principally drawn their materials, viz: from Father
Celestine Berruti; then from the author of the Life of
the Servant of God, published in Rome in 1875; (Com-
pendio della vita del V. Gerardo Majella della Congre-
gazione del SS. Redentore e narrazione di molte grazie
miracolose operate da Dio ad intercesione del Venera-
bile,) and, lastly, from the Author of the French Life,
published in 1878: “Life of the Venerable Gerard
Majella.” (Vie du Venerable Gerard Marie Majella
Frere servant de la Congregation du Tres Saint Rédemp-
teur par, un Pére Rédemptoriste (Fred. Kuntz.) The
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latter author, by a careful and critical use of the above-
mentioned sources, was able to furnish a work which
may be regarded complete in every sense, especially
as he sought to establish the correct chronological or-
der of events, to which slight attention had been paid
by the other authors.

As regards the present history of the life of the
Venerable Gerard, it is also taken from the “Acts of

- Beatification” and the notes of Father Tannoja. (Father
Landi’s work was not so accessible to the author)
yet strict regard was: paid to the French life above
mentioned, from which we have borrowed the order of
events, as well ag several other incidents not elsewhere
mentioned, and from which we did not depart in any
essential point.

The short notices relative to the Congregation of the
Most Holy Redeemer and a few of its prominent mem-
bers, interwoven in the narrative of the Life of Gerard
are taken from the “Croniche della Congregazione del
SS. Redentore,” written by Father Alexander de Risio
C.SS.R., now Archbishop of San Severino.

Every one may now read this book with the assur-
ance that what he has before him has been drawn from
trustworthy sources, which have several times been
subjected to a rigorous examination.

Besides, as is required by the Holy See, we here
declare, that to the Acts recorded as miracles and as
having been performed by the Servant of God, simple
human faith should be ascribed, and in regard to them,
we do not wish that the judgement of the Church
should be anticipated.

The same remark must hold good with respect to the
names Blessed and Saint used in this book, so far as
they are given to persons who are not yet honored
by the Church with these titles.
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May this book contribute to the honor of God, and the
glory-of His Servant Gerard!
May the reader while tasting the sweet kernel not be-
come displeased with the bitter shell that surrounds it.
CuarLEs Dmgskron, C.SS.R.
Vienna, Church of Our Lady of the Strand. Feast of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1879.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND GERMAN EDITION.

In concluding the first edition of the life of the Vener-
able Brother Gerard we expressed the hope that the ser-
vant of God would soon be honored on our altars.
This hope has been realized ; Leo XIIL., now gloriously
reigning has solemnly numbered Gerard Majella among
the Blessed, and sanctioned his public veneration with
the usual restrictions. The fulfilment of our hope al-
lows us to publish a new edition of the life of the
Blessed Brother. We do this with the consoling con-
viction that this new edition will be perused with
greater interest by the reader, since the subject of
this biography now belongs to those whom every faith-
ful Catholic is, not to say bound, but at least disposed
to regard with especial sympathy and veneration.

‘Whilst reminding the reader that the remarks pre-
fixed to the first edition apply equally to the second,
we desire to add an observation which is especially
called for by this edition. The reader will not only
find in it many corrections that explain themselves, but
also several material changes, principally in regard to
the chronological sequence of events; and the changes
demand a satisfactory explanation. In regard to these
changes, we make the following observations:
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When the first edition of the life of Blessed Gerard
was written, the material as well as the chronological
order of events had to be drawn from the oldest sources
then obtainable, namely the writings of Fathers Tannoja
and Landi. These first biographers of the Blessed
. Brother had made use of the notes of Father Cajone,
Gerard’s last confessor, which this Father had collected
immediately after the Brother’s death by the order of
St. Alphonsus. They did not make direct use of these
notes which were not published at the time for good
reasons, and were afterwards entirely forgotten. They
made use of a more compendious work of Father
Cajone, in which he reproduced the contents of his
original notes, but without strict accuracy regarding the
chronological order of facts and many other details.
The consequence was that in regard to chronology
and several circumstances, errors crept into the works
of Fathers Tannoja and Landi. By a happy coincidence
the original notes of Father Cajone, so long forgotten,
were lately discovered; and it became possible to cor-
rect the inaccuracies of those biographers, and to rectify
- the chronological order of facts. This, therefore, is
the reason for the material changes, which the reader
finds in this new edition.

May the second edition meet with the same favor-
able reception as the first, and procure for the Blessed
Brother many friends, clients and imitators,

Rome, Convent of St. Alphonsus. On the Feast of the

Purification of Our Blessed Lady, 1893.

FATHER CHARLES DILGSKRON.




PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION.

Ever since the Church has decreed to Blessed Brother
Gerard the honor of her altars, devotion to him
has spread widely in this country. This increase is
largely due to the confidence in his intercession which
the miraculous character of his life cannot fail to in-
spire. Few saints -of the last century were more
favored with extraordinary gifts than the humble lay-
brother of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer.

Man is always impressed by the marvellous and
extraordinary; it is therefore to be expected that he
who was so highly favored by God, should also be great-
ly honored by men. Wherever the virtues of the holy
brother are extolled and published, the demand for

a complete biography of Brother Gerard becomes uni-

versal. It is to comply with this demand that the
present edition of Blessed Gerard’s life is offered to
the public.

‘We hope that it will increase in the reader’s heart
the love of Our Lord and of His Blessed Mother,
which was the source of Gerard’s holiness. May he
still extend his tender sympathy and efficacious inter-
cession to those who confidently invoke him.

TeE REDEMPTORIST FATHERS.
173 East Third Street,
New York City.
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LETTERS APOSTOLIC
IN REFERENCE TO THE BEATIFICATION OF THE VEN.
SERVANT OF GoD GERARD MAJELLA, LAY-BROTHER OF THE
CoNGREGATION oF THE MosT HoLY REDEEMER.
LEO XIII.
For A PERPETUAL REMEMBRANCE.

Innocence of life, which is so very pleasing to the
heavenly lamb Who feedeth among the lilies, can with
truth be called the foundation of all Christian virtues.
Wherefore, among the number of the most renowned
heroes of God’s church, have always been counted those
who have preserved untarnished the white robe of in-
nocence received in Baptism; and, strenuously repelling
the wily attacks of the common foe, have preserved the
first years of their youth in purity and holiness, al-
though subject to so many evil inclinations and sur-
rounded by so many grave dangers. These angelic
youths Whom God prevented with the blessings of His
sweetness, preserving the prerogatives of divine grace
with unshaken fortitude amidst the trials and troubles
of this world, —these youths, I say, shine as beautiful
lights, and serve in these important times to the Chris-
tian people, as models and examples. Among these
holy youths may justly be classed the Venerable Ser-
vant of God, Gerard Majella, professed lay-brother of
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, who,
following the footsteps of St. Aloysius and St. Stanis-
laus, seems to be an angel from heaven come among
men, and who has been to the aforesaid Congregation,
already renowned for its merit, a most beautiful exam-
ple and ornament.

The servant of God was born at Muro, in 1726, of
honest and pious parents, and received in Baptism the
name of Gerard. From his very youth it was his de-
light to study piety, integrity of morals, and to practise
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obedience towards his parents. Therefore he abstained.

from all frivolous plays and sinful occupations, and em-

ployed his time in heavenly things, especially in medi--
tating on the sufferings of Christ, before a crucifix whick.
he had erected in his garden. Next to God he loved.

the Blessed Virgin Mary, and as soon as he was able.
to do so, he journeyed through the rough streets to the.
Holy House of the Mother of God. Not far from the city-
there was a little chapel erected in honor of the Blessed.
Virgin Mary, commonly called “Captignagno,” and
there he would venerate the statue of the Blessed Virgin,,
holding the Infant Jesus in her arms. Kneeling in the
chapel before the altar one day imploring the help of
the Infant Jesus and His divine Mother with fervent
supplication, wonderful to relate, the Divine Child left
the arms of His mother and hastening towards Gerard

and embracing him, handed him a beautiful loaf of"
white bread. Gerard was beside himself with joy, and "

filled with celestial happiness he remained in the em-
brace of the Infant Jesus for some time. Having been
favored with such great condescension on the part of
God, and presented with the wonderful bread by the
Holy Child, Gerard now turned his thoughts towards.
the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar. Burning with
desire to receive this heavenly bread he hastened
to the church. It happened that a priest was distribut-
ing Holy Communion to some of the faithful. Gerard
urged by his ardent desire, pressed foward and joined
those who were to receive. The priest, however, notic-
ing the child beckoned him to depart. Overcome with
shame, and with tearsin his eyes, he left the Holy Table
only to beseech God the more fervently to grant his.
prayer; nor was his petition in vain. That same even-
ing while Gerard was praying in his little room, St.
Michael whom he highly venerated, appeared to him
surrounded by a most radiant light and coming near:



PREFACE. XV.

administered to him the Holy Communion and trans-
ported him to the heavenly choirs. The pious youth in
the embrace of his beloved Jesus was filled with joy, as
though he were already in heaven possessing the celes-
tial vision of God. Henceforth all his thoughts and
cares were directed towards overcoming all obstacles in
the acquirement of virtue. By means of penance and
purity of heart; by watching and fasting and cruel
scourging, he strove to subdue his flesh. Mean-
while his parents had nothing more at heart than that
‘Gerard should be educated in the liberal arts, to which
he also applied himself with such zeal that he was a
model and example to all. The death of his father,
‘however, which occurred soon after, interrupted his
course of studies. Confronted by poverty, his' mother
‘was obliged to put Gerard to work. Therefore she
-apprenticed him to a tailor, and here according
to the will and permission of God, the pious youth had
-ample opportunity to practise patience.

One of the foremen of the tailor-shop, a wicked,
unjust man, and prone to anger, who hated the youth
-on account of his piety, besides overwhelming him with
abusive language, often laid hands on him and cruelly
beat him. Gerard, however, bore this cruel treatment
with a cheerful mind and for the love of God. The cruel
and unjust treatment only ceased when the wicked man
himself recognized the sanctity of the youth. Gerard
now besought God with fervent prayers and pious sup-
plications, that He might make known to him His Holy
‘Will as to what kind of vocation he should follow. It
happened that the Redemptorist Fathers came to Muro
to conduct the exercises of a mission. Gerard recog-
nizing their piety and virtue asked to be received among
‘their number. On account of the poor health of the
_young man, the superior refused to accede to his wishes,
which refusal Gerard bore with patience. But, finally,
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discarding the prayers and petitions of his mother, and
firm in his resolve, he fled from home, and hastening
to the Fathers who were just departing after the close
of the mission, he overtook them and again overwhelm-
ing them with his prayers and petitions to be admitted
as a member, the Superior finally, by the inspiration of
Divine Providence, received him, and he was placed
among the lay-brothers. Freed from all the cares and
distractions of the world he now began his novitiate,
and strove in the holy house of God, —the cloister, to
advance in the way of sanctity. Appointed sacristan,
he fulfilled his duties in a most perfect manner and
spent whole hours, day and night, in adoration
before the Most Blessed Sacrament. As Almoner he
visited, on foot, the neighboring villages and environs,
everywhere exhibiting the brightest examples of patience
and charity. With the greatest patience and zeal for
souls he strove to bring back the wicked from their evil
ways, and with glowing words to exhort them to the
practice of virtue and piety; to the sick and poor he
rendered all possible assistance. Nor were his labors
in vain, for very many were brought back to the path
of virtue and integrity of morals. Filled with the spirit
of God, he seemed to be actuated by divine rather
than human power, and hence he was commonly called
an apostle. His novitiate being now over, he pronoun-
ced his religious vows in 1752, on which occasion he
returned most fervent thanks to God, promising, with
the divine assistance, in the future to make still greater
progress on the road to perfection. When appointed
janitor he exclaimed with joy on receiving the keys of
the convent: “Behold the keys of paradise” —and the
virtues which he practised in that position have cer-
tainly merited for him the happiness of heaven. As
_porter, the Servant of God was most solicitous and exact
in the observance of the rules and in the practice of
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fraternal charity. He often shared his own meals with
others, imparting to them at the same time some timely
advice, and encouraging them to place all their hopes
in their heavenly Father, Who giveth to all abundantly.
God Who loves the humble heart, was pleased to con-
firm this admirable charity of Gerard by miracles. On
account of the want of grain and the hard times, the
inhabitants of that place were eking out a miserable
existence. In order to relieve such a want, the pious
servant of God opened the store-room of the convent,
and gave to the needy the necessary assistance. The
Superior of the convent being worried at this, repri-
manded him; but wonderful to relate, the store-room
was never empty and bread was never wanting in the
dining-room. This marvelous event caused the servant
of God to be held in high veneration and to be called
a saint. Wherever he went the people received him
with joy; they looked upon him as one come from
heaven, and they desired much to hear him speak. Al-
though not a man of learning he was nevertheless enligh-
tened from on high, and by his simple way of speaking
could move the hearts and the minds of men; he could
moreover solve even the most difficult questions pro-
posed to him. Already ripe for heaven, the end of his
life was drawing near, and he himself foretold that he
would soon die. In the month of June 1755 he was
seized with a mortal illness; he made his confession,
received the Holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction,
‘When about to depart this life, suddenly raising himself
he exclaimed: “Behold the Virgin is coming,” and
seeing the mother of God who came to visit him, he fell
into ecstasy, and like a seraph for a little while enjoyed
the delights of heaven. Soon after, repeating again the
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, he peacefully rendered
up his pure soul to God —at the age of 29 yrs. 7 mos.
and 7 days. The fame of his sanctity which was spread
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far and wide, was much increased by the miracles which
God wrought through his intercession. For this reason
the Cause of the life and virtues of the Venerable Ser-

vant of God was brought before the most eminent Car- -

dinals of the Holy .Roman Church of the Sacred Con-
gregation of Rites, and all things having been submitted
to a careful examination, Pius IX of blessed memory,
on June 8th, 1877, pronounced the virtues of Gerard
heroic. Later on, the miracles wrought through the
intercession of the Venerable Servant of God, which
confirmed his heroic virtues, were taken into account,
and upon thorough examination four of them were de-
clared authentic. We issued a decree as to their
authenticity on March 25th of the past year. One thing
still remained, namely, that the Most Eminent Cardinals
of the aforesaid Sacred Congregation of Rites should
be asked whether they thought it proper or opportune,
to place the Servant of God among the Beatified, and
in a general session held by us on April 26th of the past
year, they all unanimously declared that the Process of
Beatification could safely be begun. The event how-
ever, being of such great importance, we hesitated until
with fervent prayers we should ask the divine assistance.
This having been done on the 8th day of September of
the present year, the day consecrated to the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we solemnly decided
that the cause of the Beatification of the Servant of
God could safely be introduced. Therefore, in accor-
dance with the most fervent petition of the clergy of
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, with the
advice and consent of the aforesaid Congregation of
Cardinals, by these apostolic letters, we hereby decree
that the Venerable Servant of God, Gerard Majella,
professed lay-brother of the Congregation of the Most
Holy Redeemer should be henceforth numbered among
the Beatified, and that his relics may be exposed for
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veneration to the faithful at large, and that his pictures
may be surmounted with rays. We hereby also permit
the recitation of the Office of the Venerable Servant and
the Celebration of the Mass de Commune Con-
fessoris non Pontificis, with the Oration proper as ap-
proved by us - according to the rubrics of the Missal
and the Roman Breviary. The recitation of the Office
and celebration of Holy Mass is however permitted
only in the cities and dioceses of Muro and Conza, and
in all the chapels and churches of the priests of the
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. Further-
more, that Holy Mass may be celebrated in honor of the
Beatified by all the clergy secular or regular, who hap-
pen to sojourn in a place where the feast of the Beati-
fied is commemorated. Finally, we hereby permit that
with the consent of the Ordinary, the Solemnities of the
Beatification of the Venerable Servant of God, may be
celebrated with holy Mass and divine Office of double
rite in all the aforesaid churches and chapels of the
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. This cele-
bration is to take place within the space of one year
after the Solemn Beatification of the Servant of God
has been celebrated by us in the Vatican Basilica. We
wish, moreover, that copies of this apostolic brief, if
duly signed by the secretary of the aforesaid Sacred
Congregation of Rites and sealed with the seal of the
Prefect of said Congregation, - that such copies should
enjoy the same amount of credence and authority as
the original which was published by us.

Given at St. Peter’s, Rome, under the Fisherman's
Ring, December 6th, 1892, the 15th of our Pontificate.

SERAPH CARD. VANUTELLL
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CHAPTER 1.
TreE HicHLY FAVORED CHILD.

In Basilicata, a province of the kingdom of Naples,
on a slope of the Appennines, in a most charming spot,
lies the little town of Muro. A row of hills protects it
from the rough storms of the north, while toward the
south a vast smiling and fertile plain is stretched out
before it. At the time of which we write, it had a
population of seven thousand, and it was not only an
Episcopal see, but gave shelter to a large number of
monks and nuns. In the course of centuries there came
forth from this pretty little town many able men, who
shed lustre on their native place by the splendor of
their piety, their reputation for learning, as well as by
the laurels which they had won on the battle-field.
Perhaps there was never born in Muro one?! that was
destined to become the joy of its native place in so
extraordinary a manner as the child whose wonderful
life we have undertaken to write. He was born on the
6th of April, 1726,% and was baptized on the same day,
in. the cathedral, by the Archpriest Felix Coccicone.

The Blessed Gerard Mary Majella may be said to
be one of the grandest phenomena of the Church of the
eighteenth century.

He is in fact one of the purest and most cultivated
flowersin the garden of the Catholic Church, one of those

1) Besides Gerard Maria Majella, we know only the Vener-
able Dominic Gerardelli, a Conventual, the cause of whose
beatification has been begun.

2)Thus according to the acts in the process of beatification.
According to the testimony of the present bishop of Muro, .
Monsignor Rafaele Capone this date does not agree with that
given in the statistics. There the 23rd of April is given as
the birthday of Blessed Gerard.
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great, incomprehensible souls, whose deeds, miracles,
and life constitute an uninterrupted intercourse with
heaven. He is one of those brilliant stars that appear
from - time to time in the firmament of the Church, and
usually exercise a powerful and salutary influence over
men whom the night of infidelity threatens to over-
take. ,

His cradle swayed in a very modest house. Gerard’s
parents, Dominic Majella, who was a tailor by trade,
and Benedicta Galella, were indeed rich in heavenly
gifts, and highly esteemed by their townsmen for their
virtuous lives ; but they were very poor in this world’s
goods, and were obliged to support four children,
Bridget, Anne, Elizabeth and Gerard by the work of
their hands.

God provided most lavishly for Gerard, from the
beginning of his life. He, as it were, put upon his
first steps and movements the mark of His special and
extraordinary predilection. His countenance always
appeared sweet and calm, so that all persons gazed on
him with pleasure. Among the first words that he uttered
were the Holy names of Jesus and Mary; and one of his
first actions was to make the sign of the Cross on his
forehead, mouth, and breast.

When he was six years old, he was so intelligent and
zealous in exercises of piety that one could have sup-
posed him to be much older. In spite of his precovity,
however, he preserved the tenderness and sweetness
of his years. He did not like the amusements of chil-

dren; his recreation consisted in making little altars, .

which he adorned with flowers and pictures, in erecting
small crosses, and in doing other similar things, by
which he wished to imitate the ceremonies of the Church.
He took delight in singing hymns while gazing upon
the pictures of God’s chosen servants. Another enjoy-
ment was to bend the knee, thus proving his constant
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eommunion with God. When he succeeded in obtain-
ing fragments of wax from one of his relatives, who was
sacristan of the cathedral, he made little candles, which
he burned on his altar. Sometimes he would gather
children around him, lead them in procession and teach
them to pray and sing.

This highly favored child became so fond of prayer,
that he was able to devote whole hours to it. He was
sometimes discovered in some hiding-place of his father’s
house, rapt in familiar intercourse with God, quite es-
tranged from this world, like one transported to another
sphere. When he was with his mother at church, he
knelt so quietly, so modestly, and so devoutly, that he
edified everybody and was looked upon by all persons
as an angel from paradise. He was scarcely six years
old when our Lord manifested Himself to him in a most
loving manner.

Near the little town of Muro, at a distance of about
half a mile, there is a small, solitary church, dedicated
to our Lady of Capotignagno, which, in spite of the
stony and rough road leading toit, was, and is even now
a favorite resort of the faithful. In this church is vener-
ated a small wooden statue representing the Blessed
Virgin with the Infant Jesus in her arms. Gerard soon
became acquainted and familiar with this popular sanct-
uary, and felt himself powerfully attracted to it. One
day he went there alone in order to relieve his glowing
heart. Scarcely had he begun to pray, when it seemed
to him that the Infant and His Mother on the altar be-
eame animated, and that the former stretched out His
arms as if longing for his approach. In fact,a moment
after, the Infant Jesus stood before him in all His heaven-
ly loveliness, and with a smile invited him to play with
Him. After a short time of most wondrous play, the
Infant gave Gerard a loaf of fine, snow-white bread, and
disappeared. The highly favored boy immediately ran
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home, and with an air of triumph showed the bread to
his mother. When asked who had given it to him, he
answered : “The dear little son of a: beautiful lady gave
it to me.” _

Such an experience allowed the boy no rest; thence-
forth, he often hastened to the holy chapel of our Lady
of Capotignagno, as if a regular place of meeting had
been agreed upon between himself and the wonderful
child. In fact, he had the happiness of often seeing
him, and of receiving from him presents of the same ex-
cellent bread. This strange white bread which Gerard
always brought home was so mysterious a gift, that it
excited the curiousity of his mother and sisters and in-
duced them to investigate the matter. The mother, and
later his sister Anne, undertook the investigation and
secretly followed him hurrying to church, where, while
they quietly watched him, they witnessed a most mys-
terious as well as a most touching spectacle.

It appears that Gerard sometimes received bread nof
from the child, but from the Blessed Virgin. At least
he expressed himself in a way that such a fact may be
supposed. For when he again visited his favorite church
with his mother, he pointed to the statue of our Lady
with the divine Infant and said: “See, mother, there is
the noble lady who sometimes gave me bread, and there
is the child with whom I used to play.”

A favor similar to that which he had received in the
church of our Lady of Capotignagno, was also bestowed
on Gerard in his favorite resort, the garden of the Arch-
priest De Cillis. He had one day led a number of chil-
dren to the garden, and while engaged in his devotion
before a simple cross, made of pieces of wood rudely
put together and fastened to an almond-tree, there
suddenly appeared a brilliant light among the branches.
So remarkable was this light that it was seen by many
who were outside of the garden, although they saw
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nothing except the unusual light. Notso Gerard: he saw
in the middle of this light the well-known, beautiful
‘child, and that he was coming down from the tree and
moving towards him. The divine child having reached
the ground came to him and gave him a piece of white
bread, and Gerard ate it. But his mother who noticed
that on his return he did not wish to eat the food which
she had kept for him, asked him for an explanation. He
innocently said to her, “Mother I have already eaten;
the child gave me some bread.”

‘When he attended the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
he also repeatedly noticed that the priest held in his
hands a beautiful child; and it was for him a very
strange thing to see the priest after breaking it in pieces
put it into his mouth and eat it. On one occasion after
witnessing the same spectacle; he said in childlike won-
der to the priest who had returned from the altar to
the sacristy: “Ah! you have done something beautiful ;
‘indeed, you have eaten a little child.”

At that time Gerard ‘did not as yet perfectly know
who the child was that exercised so powerful an in-
fluence over him; but at a subsequent period these
heavenly favors were made clear to him. Twenty years
‘after these events he said with his usual simplicity to
his sister Bridget, who had come to visit him when he
‘had become a religious in the convent: “Now I know
that it was the Infant Jesus Who gave me the bread
‘when I was a child; thenI believed that He was a child
like other children.” “Well then,” answered his sister
jockingly, “come back to Muro some day in order to
visit the Madonna of Capotignagno and to find the beau-
tiful child.” “No” said Gerard, “I need not go to Muro
to find the Madonna and her child; now I can see them
everywhere.”

- This unmistakable sign of divine predilection inspir-
‘ed his parents with the desire to bring up, as carefully



26 THE HIGHLY FAVORED CHILD.

as possible, the child whom they regarded as a divine
treasure which had been confided to them. Benedicta
who well knew, as she expressed herself, “that her son
was created only for heaven,” neglected nothing that
might assist in developing in his heart the seeds of
virtue. It was also not difficult to direct the education
of a child who showed himself docile in all things, and
who by nature was desirous to hear others speak of di-
vine things rather than of things of this world.

When Gerard was seven or eight years old, he was
sent to a school, over which Donato Spiecci, a relative of
his family, presided. Here he very soon learned how
to read and write, and express himself with facility. In
a short time he served as a model to his school-fellows,
and became the favorite of his teacher. Spicci called
him “the delight of his soul,” and loved him with the
tenderness of a father. The experienced master detect-
ed very soon that the boy possessed the talent of in-
structing others and of influencing them encoura-
gingly. He therefore took pleasure in employing him
to teach the smaller or weaker children the rudiments
of knowledge.

Gerard,however, always remained the simple and obe-
dient child who was attentive to every command of his
parents, rendering them the most exact obedience. In
consequence of his wonderful intercourse with heaven,
there were early developed in him an uncommon desire
for mortifying his own body, and such a charity towards
his poor neighbor that he was always ready to assist
him. Hence, he frequently fasted on bread and water,
and with this meagre fare was still so abstemious that
it was a marvel how he could live at his tender age,
when he was so much in need of proper nourishment.
Many a day he did not break his fast, and not unfre-
quently he forget entirely to take his meals, during three
successive days. It often happened that his mother, who
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usually went out to work early in the morning, found,
on her return, that the bread which she had left for
Gerard’s dinner had not been touched. But the food
thus saved and the bread which his mother occasionally
gave him, he generally distributed among the poor
children. Nevertheless, he would not refuse to eat
when commanded by his parents; for he was as free
from self-will in regard to mortifying himself as he was
in regard to all other things. This is the surest sign
that he was animated by the right spirit. He had so
great a fear of offending his parents, that if against his
will and without his fault, offence was given, he did all
in his power to make amends for the wrong done. This
fear also gave occasion to one of the first miracles that
were wrought through him. The object of it was 4
little lamb which had been intrusted to Gerard’s care
and which disappeared one morning. After diligent
search had been made, it was found out that thieves
had stolen the lamb and slaughtered it. As the lamb
was not the property of Gerard’s parents and had only
‘been confided to their safe-keeping, their grief was
doubly great. Gerard was also greatly troubled. As
he could not bear to see the grief of his parents, he
consoled them by saying: “Be sure, dear parents, the
lamb will return, the lamb will come back.” He then
began to pray, and firmly believed that God would aid
him in his trouble and grant his petition. Soon after,
the same animal that had been carried off and killed
was actually restored to its owner; no one knew how
such a wonderful thing had been accomplished.

That this highly favored child entertained a most
tender love for the Blessed Virgin can excite no sur-
prise, if we reflect on what has just been related. We
have already heard that the holy name of Mary was
one of the first words that were uttered by Gerard;
‘thus the love for the Mother of divine grace was, as it
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were, born with him. As he grew older, this love in-
creased rapidly and became most ardent, especially
since the Madonna of Capotignagno had begun to exer-
cise 8o charming an influence over his soul. The reci-
tal of the Rosary and other acts of devotion in honor
of the Queen of heaven was easy and highly pleasing
to him; and her festivals, for which he prepared him-
self by different pious exercises and works of penance,
were for.him happy days on which the members of his
family saw him more joyful than usual, his eyes spark-
ling with delight. But Mary on her part bestowed on
her little client greater marks of her affection. It was
during the time of his early youth that Gerard was
enabled to see Caposele for the first time, where at a
later period, as a religious, he was to receive very many
graces, and where he was to end his earthly career.
His mother or a relative had taken him to this place to
visit the sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin, venerated
under the title of “Mater Domini” (Mother of the
- Lord). 'While he was praying before the holy image,
and when he had offered the first salutation to our
Lady, he fell into a very profound ecstasy — a most con-
soling spectacle to all who were present. Perhaps she
permitted him to taste of the joys which are prepared
for those who persevere in their devotion to her, or she
gave him the assurance of her aid and protection, in
which he firmly trusted throughout his earthly career.
From Gerard himself we have received no explanation
on this matter, as he concealed these mysteries unless
obedience obliged him to speak of them, or his sim-
plicity betrayed them.

But if the Blessed Virgin filled the heart of Gerard
with the greatest joy and love, it may be imagined that
this must have been done in a higher degree as regards
the Blessed Sacrament. To the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass the boy hastened as other boys hasten to their
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most favorite games. As soon as the priest raised the
consecrated host, he bent his body to the ground and
remained in that posture for a long time; yet the live-
liness of his faith, which showed itself in his whole be-
ing, as well as in his childlike simplicity, never permitted
any one to discover in this unusual behavior anything
-wunnatural or affected. When, at the communion of the
priest, the sacred species disappeared, in which, as has
been related, he saw the form of a beautiful child, he
often burst into tears, occasioned by the mere thought
that he was as yet deprived of this heavenly food. He
had an indescribable longing for it, and to be refused
when he asked the priest’s permission to gratify this
strong desire, was bitter and painful. But, ene day,
Gerard was then about eight years old, — he could no
longer restrain this desire when he was hearing Mass
at the cathedral, and saw the faithful about to receive
Holy Communion. Following, therefore, as it were, a
divine attraction, he advanced to the altar and knelt
with other persons who intended to receive Holy Com-
munion. The priest, however, did not comply with his
desire, and passed him by, as is usually done in the case
of any child that perchance has made its way to the
altar-railing.

Sad, and bathed in tears, Gerard returned home, and
as he could not hide his distress of mind, he expressed
it to several of his intimate friends; among them was
a certain Emanuela Vetromile, a woman who loved him
a8 her own son, and therefore endeavored, like a mother,
to console him in his sorrows. Meanwhile, our Lord
Himself undertook to bestow upon His faithful child
the most efficacious consolation. The following night
the boy saw an angel, whom he recognized to be his
dearly beloved patron St. Michael,” who gave him the
divine food which the priest had refused him the day
before. It is related that the very morning on which
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this occurred, Gerard communicated it with all simpli-
city to his dear friend Vetromile and cried out with
great joy: “Yesterday the priest would not give me
Holy Communion, and last night St. Michael gave it
to me.” More probably, Gerard did not make known
this wonderful experience until after he had become a
religious ; that is, when he was obliged by obedience to
give a true account of the special favors he had receiv-
ed from God. On this occasion he also spoke of the
event narrated above, and remarked that his extraor-
dinary devotion to the Archangel St. Michael began at
that time.

This reception of Holy Communion from the hands
of an angel seems not to have been the only one of the
kind by which God gratified, in a marvelous way, the
great desire of this favored child. One day a priest
found him kneeling before the altar, and as this seemed
to him very strange, he asked him what he was doing
there. “A little child”, he answered, “came out of the
tabernacle and gave me Holy Communion.”

It is easy to think that such occurrences inflamed the
heart of the little saint with love for the most Blessed
Sacrament, and with the desire to visit his hidden Lord
as often as possible. “Come! let us visit Jesus Christ,
our dear prisoner,” he was often heard to exclaim when
the ringing of the bells invited the faithful to visit the
Blessed Sacrament. He would frequently slip away
from the house during leisure hours, in order to hasten
to the neighboring church of St. Mark where, without
being disturbed, he could give vent to the feelings of
his heart and devote himself to the exercise of contem-
plation, — a gift which was already manifesting itself.
- At last, when he was nearly ten years old, his desire
for Holy Communion was heeded, and he was allowed
by his spiritual director to receive the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Naturally the day on which he made his First
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Communion, was for him a day of great joy. His in-
nocent heart, already sanctified by mortification and
glowing with an ardent love, received its Lord with
such dispositions that the Eucharistic food not only
nourished his soul, but also caused him to feel its
sweetness sensibly.

After receiving Holy Communion, the boy became
quite immovable, as if in ecstasy, and during the long
thanksgiving which he made the spectators viewed with
pleasure the angelic glow which was seen on his
countenance. From this time forward Gerard receiv-
ed Holy Communion every second day. In order al-
ways to approach this holy banquet with due prepara-
tion, he went to confession. To combine sacrifice with
devotion he scourged himself with knotty cords which
e had tied together.




CHAPTER II1.
THE APPRENTICE.

About the time of his first Holy Communion or shortly
after, Blessed Gerard met with one of those calamities
which during mortal life must be expected; and yet,
when it befalls us, gives as much pain as if it were un-
foreseen. Death took away his good father and brought
great destitution on the family. The widow Benedicta
- found that it was necessary to enable him, as soon
as possible, to support himself.and others of the
household. She therefore apprenticed him to a tailor,
that he might learn the trade of his father and become
the support of the family. Of course, this event dis-
pelled one of his pious dreams, for he had always
thought of leaving the world and entering a convent in
which be might, without hindrance, devote himself to
the vocation to which he felt himself called. He had
not the least inclination for a secular life. However,
he was obedient and yielded without contradiction to
his mother’s wish, confident that God would dispose all
things for the best.

His conduct in the workshop of his master Martino
Pannuto, was in every respect so exemplary, that his
employer was carried away with love and admiration
for his apprentice. Gerard devoted himself to his
trade with assiduity, and showed himself tractable,
attentive and docile. His interior recollectedness was
not the least impaired. While his hand was busy
with the needle his mind was with God and engaged
in divine things; while more than once it happened that
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on account of his absent-mindedness the work was inter-
rupted. However, his master was too pious a man to
be displeased by such interruptions. On the contrary, he
allowed him to perform exercises of piety according to
his wish, and rejoiced to have an apprentice who was
a saint. He also learned by experience that Gerard al-
ways made up easily by quick work the time that had
been lost by those interruptions. Moreover, Gerard’s
spirit of sacrifice and mortification, so rarely found in
youth, only inspired him with the greatest confidence.
Pannuto often worked until late in the night, and on
these occasions the delicate boy was always at his side.
The latter, who could not return home after his master
had finally left the workshop, owing to the late hour of
the night, would rest his weary limbs on the bare floor.
‘When Pannuto noticed that Gerard did not use the bed
prepared for him and questioned him in regard to the
matter, he received the answer that for one who was
a mere apprentice, the couch that he had chosen was
better than a soft bed.

But yuite different from the disposition of Pannuto
was that shown towards the servant of God by the fore-
man of the workshop, a brutal, unprincipled man. The
piety of Gerard was a thorn in his sight, and excited in
his bosom a feeling of hatred. Every moment which the
saintly apprentice spent in the church or in saying his
prayers, the foreman believed to be an unwarrantable
loss of time, that should be devoted to work; and on
account of what he called Gerard’s sloth and aversion
for work, he daily heaped on him all kinds of abuse
and reproaches. This was not all. Often the man be-
came so enraged that he struck the boy with fist clinched
and trampled on him. Gerard bore everything with
great patience. Sometimes he said to himself: “My
God! My God! Thy holy will be done;” and fre-
quently, when the longing for suffering took stronger
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hold of him, he cried out to his tormenter: “Keep on
striking me, you have indeed reason to do so.” To com-~
plain of such treatment never entered his mind, though
he would have been justified in doing so, and his master
would, without doubt, have protected him; on the con-
trary he sought rather to conceal these things from him.
On one occasion, after the ruffian had been beating him
in a most cruel manner, so that Gerard fell to the floor,
Pannuto entered the room. Seeing his apprentice in
so pitiable a condition, he naturally asked his foreman
for an explanation about what had happened. As the
latter, however, on the one hand, could not say anything
to justify himself, and on the other, knew that he could
count on Gerard’s silence, he briefly answered that Ger-
ard would be better able to say what had befallen him.
Pannuto then turned to Gerard and questioned him;
but the servant of God, whose heart was as noble as it
was truthful, said with holy simplicity : “Master, I fell
down near the table.” Thus, while making known the
truth, though only half of it, he satisfied the inquirer,
and at the same time spared the guilty foreman..

Such magnanimity did not, however, subdue the ruf-
fianism of his enemy. ™The acts of brutality toward the
poor apprentice were continued, and all the manifesta- -
tions on his part of nobility of heart,.as well as of the
most sublime virtues, could not protect Gerard against.
them. When the latter, on one occasion, seemed plea-
sed and began to laugh after receiving a blow which the
foreman had given him with his fist, he was struck most
unmercifully with a piece of iron, which the man had
seized in his fury. The pain which he felt and which
might have deprived him of consciousness, could not
disturb his charity, so that as soon as he had recovered
from the blow, he threw himself at the feet of his tor-
menter, and said with great meekness: “I forgive you
for the love of Jesus Christ,” and then applied himself
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to his work as if nothing had happened. That Gerard
laughed when he was ill-treated, did not proceed from
a sense of mockery, as one might have believed, but it
was the result of a reflection, which at such a moment
is as rare, as it is worthy of a saint. He himself found
an opportunity of giving an explanation of this matter.
Having one day returned home rather late from his
favorite church of Capotignagno, he was assailed as us-
ual with every kind of insult and abuse, and finally
beaten. He was silent and began to smile, which so ex-
asperated the ruffian that he cried out: “You are laugh-
ing! tell me instantly why you are laughing.” “Ilaugh,”
answered Gerard, “because God’s hand strikes me.”

.- How long the persecution of the innocent apprentice
lasted, is not known. God, Who thereby only wished
to try His servant and prepare and purify him for
greater favors, took care that it should cease in proper
time, and so arranged matters that Pannuto, who had
certainly noticed the hatred which his foreman bore
towards the apprentice, but could not make up his mind
to dismiss him, was finally induced to do so. Without
Gerard’s knowledge, he one day followed him to church
and watched the conduct of the apprentice in prayer.
He might indeed have expected that he would be edified,
but he was to be the wifness of a scene which usually
moves the religious spectator profoundly and fills him
with the highest degree of respect and veneration. After
the boy had prayed for a long time, he lay prostrate on
the floor of the church and kissed it ; then, while mov-
ing forward on his knees, he at the same time touched
his tongue to the ground till he reached the foot of the
altar.) Here he was again rapt in prayer, which be-

1) This exercise of penance was not unusual in Southern Italy, It
was practised chiefly by persons who were animated by a very ardent
faith, for the purpose of atoning for sins of the tongue; it was also per-
formed by those who, possessing a lively imagination, strongly desired

by means of these signs of humility and contempt to express in a very
sensible manner the affections of their heart.
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came more and more ardent, until finally he fell into
an ecstasy, and remained immovable and lost in God.
Being greatly affected by what he had seen, Pannuto
left the church. He knew now that his little apprentice
was in high favor with God, and he no longer dared to
tolerate in his house a man who did not fear to treat
contemptuously and to consider as an outcast a youth
so highly privileged by the Almighty.

The patient endurance of the ill-treatment received
at the hands of the foreman was not the only example
of heroic virtue which Gerard gave during his stay at
the house of Pannuto, and of which we have received
information. Pannuto’s son, Joseph Anthony, at a later
day, often related another incident of which he himself
had been an eye-witness, and which affords no less
proof of how deeply and firmly the virtue of patience
was rooted in the boy’s heart. Pannuto had on one
occasion sent him to his vineyard to do some work, and
Gerard after finishing it went for a moment to the sanct-
uary of Capotignagno, which was not very far distant.
While returning to the city he crossed the fields and
unfortunately approached a thorn-hedge on which some
birds had alighted. These birds were eagerly pursued
by a sportsman who closely lay in wait for them. Ger-
ard, by his approach frightened the birds away, and
thus bitterly disappointed the sportsman. TUnable to
control his anger, the latter rushed foward unexpected-
ly struck the saintly youth a violent blow in the face.
When ordinary mortals are surprised, their virtues, es-
pecially those of patience and meekness are usually
overcome ; but this was not the case with Gerard. Be-
coming immediately recollected, and being mindful of
the teaching of the Gospel, he delayed not in fulfilling
it to the very letter, and at o:.ve offered his other cheek.
Bnt the angry sportsman, who very likely at this mo-
ment did not think of the (iospel, and who thought
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that this act of humility was but insolent mockery, be-
came still more excited and continued to ill-treat his
supposed insulter. Fortunately, at this time, Pannuto’s
son came upon the scene, and having made the neces-
sary explanation he was able to pacify the infuriated
man. In this he succeeded so well that the sportsman
not only began to conceive the highest esteem for this
boy, who was capable of practising so much virtue, but
wherever he went, became the zealous panegyrist of
of the virtuous apprentice.

If anything could vie with the wonderful patience
which Gerard allowed to shine forth during his appren-
ticeship, it was his willingness to perform any labor at
the command or desire of another. When at home he
regarded the will of his parents as the will of God, and
now he so regarded the will of his master. Pannuto
only needed to manifest his wish and the boy flew, as
it were, to fulfil it; on more than one occasion people
could not help taking it for granted, that God gave
wings to Gerards obedience, with which even the strong-
est will could not have supplied him, so marvelous was
the promptness he showed when he fulfilled what had
been commanded.

One evening in autumn, when the grapes were ripen-
ing, Pannuto went with Gerard to the vineyard at
Boccaporta, in order to watch during the night and
protect his fruit from thieves. While preparing the
lamp which was to burn during the night, he found
that there would not be sufficient oil. Gladly would he
have sent for some to his own house, but he did not wish
to fatigue the boy, who would have been obliged to
undertake a rather long journey in the darkness of the
night. Yet scarcely had Gerard remarked the perplex-
ity and the wish of his master than he started of his
own accord for the oil and came back in so short a
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time, that Pannuto doubted whether the boy had ob-
tained it at his house in Muro. But, as the apprentice
asserted that it was there that he had received it, he
. felt obliged to ascribe this astonishing celerity solely
to a special help of God Who thereby wished to re-
ward the boy.

At another time, it was the wife of Pannuto who was
wonderfully assisted by a service quickly performed by
Gerard. She had sent her husband’s dinner to the
vineyard where he was at work, and had forgotten to put
a fork into the basket. Though this oversight was trif-
ling, the good woman feared the displeasure of her hus-
band and became greatly agitated and confused. Ger-
ard noticing this consoled her, saying: “Be of good cheer,
I will take the fork to your husband.” He then set out,
and although the servant had left the house long before,
he reached Boccaporta at the same time, and was able,
at the right moment, to rectify the mistake.

This surprising quickness in the performance of his
duties was not-the only sign by which Gerard’s gift of
miracles was made known in Pannuto’s house.

Of the several other wonderful occurrences, of which
this family was witness we shall mention only the fol-
lowing :

One night Gerard was to watch with Joseph Pannuto
in the previously mentioned vineyard. In order to
while away the time that was becoming tedious the
pious apprentice took some reeds and rushes out of
which he made a simple cross and said his prayers be-
fore it. Then he lighted a reed and walked with it as
with a torch around the bundle of straw which was to
serve as his bed, and chanted the Miserere.

Suddenly the straw caught fire. He came to himself
only after an outery of young Pannuto, who seeing the
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danger, burst into tears and said: “Oh what have you
done, what have you done!” But Gerard quickly said:
“It is nothing; it is nothing;” and making the sign of
the Cross, struck at the flames and quenched it at
the moment when a general conflagration threatened.




CHAPTER II1.
AT TrHE HouseE Or THE Bisaop Or LACEDOGNA.

The feast of Pentecost A. D. 1740 occurred during
the time when Gerard was busy in the workshops of
Pannuto and was of the greatest importance for the
pious youth, abounding as it did in the choicest graces.
On this festival June 25th—he knelt in the chapel of
the poor Clares at Muro before the bishop of Laced-
ogna, Monsignor Claudius Albini, who had been dele-
gated by the diocesan bishop, Melchior Delphico, to
administer the sacrament of Confirmation. In the soul
of the child that had already most faithfully employed
the graces received in Baptism, the sacrament which
completes and perfects Baptism, must naturally
have borne fruit in the fullest aneasure. Hence
the Holy Ghost, now became the master of the move-
ments and aspirations of Gerard’s heart. From this
time forward he entertained an especially tender devot-
ion toward the Holy Ghost, — a devotion which con-
tinued till the end of his life; and of the fervor of
which, those who became his brethren later, used to
narrate the most touching traits. “No day passed,”
these are the very words of a narrator — “not even an
hour, during which Gerard did not invoke the aid of
the Holy Ghost; and this was not omitted whether he
himself needed good advice, or if others asked him to
give it. On the feast of Pentecost he was seen to have
so joyful and glowing a countenance, that he was like
one who is unable to repress the delight that is inward-
ly moving him. The days preceeding this festival he
spent in penance, by fasting on bread and water, by
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scourging himself, and similar mortifications; and he
prepared himself for this day with so much fervor, that
it seemed he would be able, with the fire that inflamed
him, to enkindle even the most tepid soul, if it had ap-
proached him.”

One of the principal fruits resulting from his recept-
ion of the sacrament of Confirmation, was evidently
the vehement and more decided yearning for the relig-
ious life, as well as the longing for the time when he
might devote himself in as perfect a manner as possible
to the service of God. Soon after, he made his first
attempt to be admitted into a convent; he was un-
successful because the time in which he was to com-
plete his sacrifice in conformity with God’s holy will,
had not yet arrived.

In the neighborhood of Muro, the Capuchin Fathers
occupied a small convent, called San Menna. On this
convent Gerard had set his heart; for he was not only
pleased with the simplicity, humility and seclusion
reigning in this house, but he hoped that he would
more easily gain admission there than elsewhere, be-
cause one of its inmates, Father Bonaventure, a learned
and much esteemed theologian was his uncle. He there-
fore presented himself to the Father Guardian of the
convent, and begged to be admitted among the novices.
The Superior, however, could not make up his mind to
receive him even on trial, either because he did not put
much faith in the stability of the young man’s resolut-
ions and ascribed this request to the pressure of poverty
and a desire to find employment, or to an exaggerated
piety rather than a true vocation; or perhaps he did
not think him strong enough for the religious life on
account of his delicate frame and appearance. In re-
fusing Gerard’s request, the Father Guardian men-
tioned this last objection. Greatly disheartened by
this disappointment in his hope of ever working out
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his salvation within the sacred walls of a convent, he
was about to leave the house; but, in order to console
him in some measure and to give him at the same time
a suitable alms, his uncle, Father Bonaventure, made
him a present of a new coat. To the heart of the young
man, who usually thought more of the poverty of others
than of his own, this gift was a consolation only in so
far as it would enable him to console another who
might be in want. Gerard had scarcely left the con-
vent when a wretched beggar, clad in rags met him, and
in most piteous tones besought an alms. The request
for help had not to be repeated for it was asked of one
who had just met with affliction, and who was therefore
doubly inclined to perform an act of charity. Gerard
quickly took off the new coat which Father Bonaven-
ture had given him and presented it to the poor man.
This act did not remain hidden; it was made known
in the Capuchin convent, and Gerards uncle, as we may
easily suppose, was not entirely satisfied with the great
liberality shown by his nephew. He sent for him, and
made him feel his displeasure by a severe reprimand.
The young man listened to the rebuke with great
humility, but deemed it his duty to say a word in seli-
defence. “Ah! my dear uncle,” said he, “do not be
angry with me; you did not see how naked the poor
man was to whom I gave the coat, and how much more
he needed it than I; had you seen him he would have
moved you to the same act of charity.” These were
words that so strongly suggested the memory of the
saint of Assisi, and were spoken so mueh in accordance
with his spirit, as not to permit Father Bonaventure
to say anything in reply. The Capuchin was silent,
being edified by the behavior of his nephew, whose
soul was animated by sentiments so holy and so noble.

Though Gerard had been unsuccessful in his efforts
to begin a life of self-denial and of sacrifice in the sil-
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ence of a convent, yet his self-sacrificing soul found
sufficient compensation in the many opportunities he
met to practise these virtues in a heroic degree. It
was a year after his confirmation when Gerard was
asked by the bishop of Lacedogna to become a servant
in his house.

Monsignor Claudius Albini had become acquainted
with Gerard and learnt to esteem him, not only when
he administered the sacrament of Confirmation in the
chapel of the Poor Clares, where the singular devotion
and piety of the youth had made a favorable impression
on him, but it was far more the good reputation that had
spread throughout the city in regard to the young tailor
that induced him to make choice of Gerard. Being a
native of Muro he had heard, not without interest, of
the boy’s wonderful life, of his virtues, his piety, his.
humility, his unalterable patience and his unexampled
obedience. Hearing all this from the lips of those who
were able to watch the young man, as well as to form
an opinion of him, he could not doubt the truth of what
had been reported. He became very anxious to admit
his saintly countryman into his house, and to have him
as much as possible near him. In fact, the good pre-
late needed a saint to be his servant. Even those per-
sons who are otherwise excellent, whom God employs
in His church to do many of His great works, often have
faults which, under certain circumstances gradually be-
come unbearable. To this class belonged Monsignor
Albini. He possessed so lively a disposition, was of
80 passionate a temper, that he often became enraged
on account of the most trifling things; and then the
treatment of his subjects was so harsh that they were
not only grieved and humbled, but became embittered
and discouraged. Hence there was a continual change
of servants in his house, and no one was willing to
enter the service of this ill-tempered master. When
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the proposal which had been made to Gerard became
known, some of his friends hastened to dissuade him
from engaging in such service by depicting in lively
colors the daily drudgery to which he, who was so
simple-hearted, would expose himself. But for Gerard,
there was nothing that attracted him more than what
they advanced in order to prevent him from accepting
the offer. He joyfully consented, and exchanged Muro
for Lacedogna, the tailor’s workshop for the blshops
house.

Here he had to be the soul of the household ; now
he would be busy in the kitchen, again he would be at
work in the rooms of the prelate, who, as he was not
wealthy, had to restrict himself to what was absolutely
necessary. But, wherever Gerard performed his work
he showed zeal and assiduity and was extremely care-
ful not to give his master any occasion for complaint,
and not to excite his nervousness. True, he was not
always successful in his efforts; in spite of all his care
and readiness to serve he had to endure complaints,
scolding and humiliation; and, much as Monsignor
loved the pious servant in the innermost recesses of his
heart, he yet overwhelmed him with most vexatious
commands, and threatened to dismiss him from his ser-
vice for trifling mistakes. On these occasions, the ser-
vant of God could be seen standing before his irate
master with that amiable humble cheerfulness which is
the fruit of meekness that holds in check and absolutely
deadens every passion. He said not a word, but with
eyes modestly cast down waited till the storm blew over.
Then he continued to work without showing the least
displeasure, as if no trouble had occurred, and a re-
petition of worry was not expected. Such was his
humble and childlike disposition, that the thought of
leaving his irascible and passionate master never enter-
ed his mind. When others, who were astonished at
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this power of endurance, asked him how he was able to
bear with the repulsive manners of this prelate who had
driven so many predecessors from the house, he usually
excused his master and ascribed all the blame to his
own awkwardness. ‘“Monsignor loves me,” he said; “I
shall serve him with pleasure as long as he lives.”
Such sentiments were sufficient to suggest to the in-
habitants of Lacedogna the thought that, in the new
servant, a great saint had been given to them. Besides,
they also saw that he was leading a very austere life, that
he was practising the rarest virtues, and that he was
in all things very superior to other persons.

In the episcopal house at Lacedogna, Gerard lived
like a monk in his hermitage. The practices of piety
to which he had accustomed himself in former days
were continued with the greatest fervor, and they un-
derwent only such changes as were required by his in-
creased and enlightened virtue. Every morning he re-
mained before the altar either to assist at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass or to receive Holy Communion;
and if during the day he had any spare moments he
also employed them in visiting the Blessed Sacrament.
This so edified the people, that they not only praised
the devout young man, but cried out: “O happy Ger-
ard! he is a great saint!” (Beato Gerardo che ¢’ un
gran santo!) and many, following his example, often
visited the Blessed Sacrament during the day.

In regard to food, Gerard was as formerly, exceed-
ingly moderate and austere. Dry bread and vegetables
were considered by him sufficient; and whenever he
received better food from the table of his employer,
he gave it to the poor or carried it to the sick whom he
greatly loved, as the suffering members of Christ. During
his stay at Lacedogna he had poor health and fre-
quently suffered great pain, which he however bore with
the patience and joy peculiar to himself, and which he
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even tried to increase. Dr. Dominic Lamorte one day
met Gerard, and as he looked remarkably pale and ema-
ciated he asked him about his health. “My dear sir, I
am very well,” answered Gerard. Of course this ans-
wer did not satisfy the doctor; he thought that he could
not be very well, and began to examine his breast. He
then saw that the poor young man wore a hair-shirt,
so that easy breathing was either impossible or very
difficult.

At Lacedogna, however, the esteem of the people for
the saintly young man increased day by day and was
heightened still more by an event of which many per-
sons of the place were witnesses. The bishop had one
day left the house to take a walk outside of the city,
and Gerard, who was about to fetch water from a well
near by, locked the door and took the key with him.
Accidently, the key slipped from his hand and fell into
the water as he was stooping near the edge of the well.
The poor servant stood for a few moments, speechless,
before the well; he knew the disposition of his master,—
that he would become greatly vexed if on his return he
could not enter the house, and learned what had hap-
pened. After having implored heaven for help, he
hastened to the cathedral, whence he returned with a
small statue of the Infant Jesus, which was usually ex-
posed for the veneration of the people during the
Christmas holidays.

A considerable number of people who, from a motive
of curiosity, had gathered around the well, looked with
astonishment at the servant of the bishop, neither
knowing nor conjecturing what he was going to do with
the little statue of the Infant Jesus. He took one of
the ropes of the well, and having fastened it to the
statue, lowered it to the bottom, and in the meantime
addressed in a loud voice the following words to the’
Infant which fright and his simple confidence suggested.
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to him: “O my little child! my little child! get me
that key; O help me to get the key, so that Monsignor
may not be angry when he reaches home!” In anxious
expectation all looked towards the statue which Gerard
had, after a short time drawn to the surface; the great-
er number of them, perhaps, with the feeling with
which we usually regard the issue of an affair that we
think will disappoint some one’s hopes and make his
heart ache. Yet very great was their astonishment, and
transported with joy was Gerard, when the looked-for
key was seen in the hands of the Infant Jesus, and the
confidence of the pious servant was rewarded in so
wonderful a manner. Then Gerard carried back to the
cathedral the statue of the Infant Jesus in triumph;
The report of this miracle spread throughout the city
and to the well the name Pozzo Gerardiello (Gerard’s
Well) an appelation that the people of Lacedogna em-
ployed for more than a hundred years.

On the 25th of June 1744, after Gerard had been
for three years in the service of the bishop of Liacedog-
na, the latter died and his faithful servant was among
those who greatly mourned the loss of his friend and
master, and grieved for him with the feelings of a son.
He often said: “Alas! I have lost my best friend; Mon-
signor really loved me.” His lively faith made him en-
tirely forget the rough exterior of his master’s charac-
ter, while the love for Gerard which the Monsignor
really entertained in his heart, was never effaced from
his memory and made him resolve always to couut him
among those friends and benefactors whom he vener-
ated.

. Gerard now returned to his native place; he was
eighteen years old. The desire to enter a convent re-
agserted itself with increasing fervor and induced him
to apply again to the Capuchins; again his request
was unheeded. It is true, he had grown older while at
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Lacedogna, but he had also become more austere, and
the paleness of his face and the emaciation of his whole
body, in consequence of his austerities, were no recom-
mendation for the young man. He was supposed to
be sickly, and too weak to keep the strict rule of the
Convent, and was told that there could be no question
of admission.

Grieved at the second failure of his design, but not
discouraged, he yielded to Divine Providence and again
resumed his trade in his native country. Circumstances
did not permit him to begin business for himself, there-
fore he entered the service of Vitus Monnona until he
was able to retire to his mother’s house and establish a
workshop for himself, about the latter part of 1745. In
the house of Monnona he fared very well; he was loved
as one of the family, and all esteemed him as a saint.
They had heard of the marvelous life of the youthful Ger-
ard which filled them with the highest esteem for him,
while almost daily recurring signs of grace and sanctity
contributed much to require their respect. One day
Monnona’s wife, or his mother, witnessed the extraor-
dinary efficacy of Gerard’s prayer.

About a mile from the city was the little river San
Maffeo, whither Monnona’s wife had gone to wash some
clothes, accompanied by Gerard who was always very
obliging. Later in the afternoon a heavy rain inter-
rupted the work, and obliged them to seek shelter under
a thatched roof. As it was growing dark and the rain
did not cease, but the sky became still more overcast,
the anxious woman wept and lamented because she
could not return to town, which circumstance distressed
Gerard very much.

His simple faith, or rather that innate confidence
peculiar to souls upon whom God bestows the gift of
miracles, soon suggested a means. Stepping into the
open air he raised his hands towards heaven and cried
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out with childlike confidence and in humble supplica-
tion: “Dear Lord, what shall we do, to get home?”
Scarcely had he uttered these words when the rain
ceased, the sun broke through the clouds and the two
returned home without difficulty.

Years after, old Monnona spoke with enthusiasm of
his pious apprentice and never tired of extolling his
obedience, mildness and compassion for the destitute,
particularly for the poor souls in purgatory. Monnona
was equally lavish in dilating upon many other virtues
of which Gerard gave most' excellent proof durmg his
stay with his employer.

When the youth was a lay-brother of the Congrega-
tion in Caposele, Monnona visited him several times to
be edified by his holy life, to receive comfort and coun-
sel from his own lips, and to recommend himself to his
pious prayers.




CHAPTER IV.

GEgrArRD BEcoMES FoorLisH For TrE Love OF Gob.

The business in which Gerard had engaged toward
the close of 1745 was prosperous; he had work to do,
not only at Muro, but he also received orders from
Castelgrande, a neighboring village. All loved the
‘pious and modest young tailor; for even though many
could not understand his quiet and reserved manuer,
and might have looked upon him as eccentric and as
going to excess, yet no one could urge any well ground-
ed complaint against him. He was kindness itself, and
ever ready to render service. He was extremely pat-
ient, never quarrelled nor disputed with those who
opposed him, and what pleased every one was his con-
scientiousness in business transactions. In this he
went so far as never to keep the most trifling thing
that had been entrusted to him. Some one testifies:
“He never retained even a piece of thread which did
not really belong to him.” Withal, his prices were low,
and he often worked for the poor, of whom he asked
no payment. Frequently while he was performing
these charitable acts, God came to his assistance in a
wonderful manner. Ifonce happened that a poor man
brought him material out of which he was to make him
a new garment, but of which there was evidently not
sufficient for the purpose. Gerard however accepted
it, and after some time carried to his customer not only
the new garment which had been ordered, but a part
of the material, which had been left. The material
therefore seems to have grown in his hands as a reward
of his charity. Not only a large part of his labor, but




GERARD BECOMES FOOLISH FOR THE LOVE OF GOD. 51

also a large share of his earnings were given by the
kind-hearted workman to his beloved poor, whom he
usually called “the poor of Christ.” He divided his
“earnings into several parts, one of which was given to
the poor; sometimes he gave them more, so that he
himself suffered hunger that he might appease the hun-
ger of others.

Among the “poor of Christ” whom his charity urged
him to support so carefully, he counted not only those
who were in need of daily bread and who were obliged
to lead a life of privation, but also the faithful departed
who were not able to pay “the last farthing” which
must be paid before the gates of heaven are opened to
them. Gerard considered it a sacred duty to assist
these poor souls in their spiritual distress by means of
his temporal gains. “Alas!” he often said, “the souls
in purgatory are so very poor, and they call on us for
help.” He frequently — some have said regularly once
a week—had the sacrifice of the Holy Mass offered for
them, and at times he was seized with such compassion
that he endeavored to practise this act of charity to a
greater extent. On one occasion he received as his
wages for one week’s work eight gold pieces. This was
his entire earning. Nevertheless he sacrificed all this
money for the same purpose — for the redemption of
those poor prisoners in purgatory. During the follow-
ing week he had to fast, or to appease his hunger with
dry bread.

Gerard’s mother, it is true, was satisfied with his
charity towards the poor, and he never gave alms with-
out her permission. But she was more frugal and pru-
dent in the management of a household than her son,
and could not approve of a prodigality that entirely
forgets one’s own wants and knows nothing about
economy. Hence she often approved him on this ac-
count; for she wished him to remember his condition
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of life and to be mindful of the future. But what did
the servant of God understand about such things? The
birds of the air, that God feeds, and the lilies of the
field which He clothes, seemed to him to be more
worthy of imitation than those persons who are so much
concerned about their future welfare. “O my dear
Mother,” he said to her when she brought forward her
usual arguments, “God will provide for me, for to Him
who trusts in God nothing will be wanting.”

The great charity which Gerard entertained for his
fellow-men was only the natural result of the love of
God which was glowing in his heart. This love had
grown since the days of his childhood and had now at-
tained that degree of intensity which generally paves
the way for the joyful endurance of humiliations, for
the patient carrying of crosses, and for simple and blind
obedience. In the sad hours spent during his appren-
ticeship and in the difficult service at Lacedogna, his
love for God found abundant nourishment, with which,
as a healthy plant, it was constantly and eagerly fed
by means of its absorbent roots. Hence it began to
blossom on all sides; it brought forth most charming
fruits and emitted a fragrance which delight the strong,
but which was apt to sicken the weak-nerved and cause
them violent suffering. Besides his work for God aund
his neighbor, prayer was his greatest delight. The place
where the Divine Lover of souls in all the fulness of
His love has taken up His abode was therefore his fav-
orite resort, as often as his work left him leisure hours,
and that obedience or charity did not require him to
render services elsewhere.

Early in the morning, at the cathedral, he heard sev-
eral masses which he served when allowed to do so.
He received Communion at least three times a week.
The moment in which he had to separate himself from
the holy tabernacle was for him as painful as the sep-
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aration from a dear friend, and one could notice that
he had to do himself special violence to tear himself
away. If, during the day, he found any leisure moments
he again hastened to the church in order to visit our
Lord, and there he would often become ecstatic, and
be deprived of sensible power whenever the eyes of his
soul happened to see the depths of the power, the love
and the mercy of God which are hidden from mortals
at large.

His most favorite time of prayer was the night. Then
he was free from all earthly cares, and the noise of the
world was hushed around him. Don Tirico, the sacris-
tan of the cathedral, a relative, sometimes gave him the
keys of the church, so that he might without hindrance,
make his nocturnal visits to our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament, a favor of which he always availed himself.

A church dedicated to the Mother of God was the
place of special devotion for Gerard. It was probably
the church of St. Maria del Soccorso, which has now
been brought within the city limits. Had the Blessed
Sacrament been there he would certainly have prefer-
red it to every other church. Still it was a favorite
spot, a Paradise for him, where he would have spent
entire days, had it been possible. Several times he
stayed there two or three days in prayer and penance,.
A little bread was his food, and the bare floor his rest-
ing place. '

. Gerard edified Muro for a year in this manner, when
he left this town, necessitated, or as it is said by others,
requested to do so.

- The city officials had decided to tax his occupation;
on the other hand a certain Luca Malpiedi invited him
to accompany him to San Fele, where he had estab-
lished a private school for boys and was in need of a
tailor.
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To avoid paying the heavy taxes, Gerard accepted
the invitation. Towards the close of 1746, or in the
beginning of 1747 he left Muro and went to San Fele.
He had indeed escaped the heavy taxes but he became
the victim of very disagreeable annoyances.

Luca Malpiedi was, to say the least, no educator of
youth ; his school was a picture of disorder and dissol-
ution. Gerard tried his utmost to give satisfaction, but
as was to be expected, soon became the butt of the ill-
mannered youths and of their ignorant master.

During the six or eight weeks which he spent there,
his patience was put to the test, which he, however he-
roically survived. It was comparatively easy to endure
the scoffs and ridicule of the boys, but the ruffians ab-
used him with blows besides; in his unspeakable meek-
ness he offered no resistance, save an occasional pathe-
tic, “Won’t you stop ?”

The most astonishing was that Malpiedi not only re-
fused him protection against the ill-treatment of his
pupils, but even followed their example and tormented
and beat the simple young man most barbarously. Not-
withstanding all this, Gerard lost neither his equani-
mity nor his cheerful temper; on the contrary, he seems
to have thirsted for new sufferings and contempt. His
conduct shortly after supposes such a conclusion.

In February, 1747, the servant of God was at home
again. Soon after his return Lent began. Whether the
reading of Fra Antonio Olivadi’s meditations (Anno do-
lorosa,) animated him, or whether his love of the Cru-
cified had become more intensified — it is certain he
had resolved that this Lenten season should be for him
a time of penance and of suffering, in order thereby to
render himself like unto his despised Redeemer.

He multiplied his exercises of penance and added
scourges to these tortures. The ordinary practices did
not satisfy him. He frequently scourged himself till
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the blood flowed, and in order to make these chastise-
ments more painful he prepared scourges out of wet
and knotted ropes. To guard against self-love he be-
sought a certain Felix Falenza his special confidant to
become his torturer, who afterwards related the follow-
ing: ‘“When at his request I tied him to a pillar and
most unmercifully scourged his bare shoulders, he was
greatly pleased and blessed me. Moved with compas-
sion, I desisted, but he besought me to continue the
favor, until at last the blood flowed from his shoulders.”

He sometimes directed his friends to suspend him
from a beam with his head downwards, and to burn
green wood, or rags, underneath. His sufferings theu
were intense; the smoke had a scorching effect on his
eyes and produced all the anguish of suffocation, while
his face suffered from the terrible heat. In spite of this,
Gerard inhaled the ascending smoke with pleasure, re-
membering those martyrs who endured similar torments
for the love of God. “Ah!” he said, “we must suffer
something for Jesus Christ, Who suffered so much for
us.” The excruciating pain caused by smoke and heat
seems to have had for him a special attraction. Thus
on one occassion he was on a visit to a house in which
some green brushwood was burning in the stove. This
caused a.very offensive and pungent odor. Gerard knew
no better place for himself than near the stove, and al-
lowed the smoke to pass by his face. When the mis-
tress of the house noticed this she cried out to him:
“What are you doing, Gerard? Why do you allow the
smoke to annoy you?”’ He answered smilingly and
used the proverbial : “A belli occhi va il fumo, “Smoke
is good for beautiful eyes.”

But these mortifications and scourgings seemed to
the loving disciple of Christ to contain too little of self-
annihilation, too little of the total destruction of self-
love, to prove satisfactory to him. His love impelled
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him to go still farther and to perform an act of the
most perfect self-denial, — an act which at first sight,
without the consideration of its motives and its circum-
stances, might almost be condemned.

While considering that his loving Redeemer had gone
so far in His voluntary humiliation that He allowed Him-
self to be not only martyred and put to death, but to
be mocked by the rabble as a fool and madman, it ap-
peared to him that he should also endeavor to impose
on himself this kind of suffering and should therefore
pretend to be a lunatic. It was not a difficult matter
for him to make this impression on a certain class of
persons. Having been reared from his childhood in
places which were situated far from the ordinary paths
of the people of the world, his conduct appeared to
them very odd and singular. His great patience, his
unparalleled endurance when mocked and beaten, his
silence amid the grossest insults, his flight from every
youthful amusement, and his quiet demeanor, earned
for him the reputation of being a heartless, narrow-
minded, silly boy. Besides, the unnatural appearance
which he occasionally assumed, his ecstasies, his ab-
stractions from the things of the world, were regarded
by the rough class of people as something quite incom-
prehensible and even repulsive, and inspired them with
the thought that Gerard was at least bordering on in-
sanity, and that it would not be surprising if he really be-
came insane. It was therefore not difficult for him to
appear among them as really demented. Dissimulation
on his part was unnecessary. All he had to do was to
exhibit his singular ways more than usually, as also
his insensibility, which people ascribed to him as stup-
idity.

All this the servant of God accomplished, and thus
obtained the result at which he aimed. Very soon
people said: “What has been long expected has now
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really occurred. The poor fanatical tailor, Majella, has
become quite crazy!” The better class who could not
see through the deception, though they believed the
report, felt great compassion for him; the malicious
laughed at him and numbered him among those beings
upon whom they might play tricks and whom they
might turn into ridicule on every occasion. Indeed,
the heart of the young man, who was constantly thirst-
ing for sufferings, was filled with joy when he saw him-
self proclaimed and treated as an insane person.

Hence, whenever he left the house he was subjected
to all kinds of insults and even to cruel treatment. No
sooner would he show himself in the streets than a crowd
of children and grown-up boys would gather around
him, and while yelling at the top of their voices, would
attack him, throw mud at him, and pull him about or
drag him along the road. “Fool! fool!” were the words
heard on all sides. “Yes, yes, a fool for the love of
God,” he would say; and those who did not understand
the words, screamed still louder, laughed and mocked
him. With this treatment he was greatly pleased and
hastened through the streets to his own house, never so
satisfied and joyous as when he had a crowd of boys
following him, throwing stones at him and shouting:
“Ora si ritira il pazzo,” “The fool is running away!
the fool is running away!” “That pleases me, I like
that,” he was heard to say. '

“We must,” he also said, “suffer all these torments
if we wish to please our Lord, Who suffered so much for
us.”

One day — it was in winter — his mother happened
to meet him smrrounded be a crowd of laughing, mis-
chievous boys. They had thrown him into the snow
and actually buried him. The poor woman burst into
tears at the sight, and could not restrain herself from
bitterly upbraiding the tormenters of her most patient
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son. Gerard, however, was radiant with joy. Some-
times he even challenged the boys to ill-treat him and
to amuse themselves at his expense. Having on one
occasion come to Castelgrande, he met in Le. Porte
street a crowd of boys who were enjoying themselves
and shouting while playing their games. They appear-
ed to him to be mischievous enough to torment him.
“Here boys!” he cried out, “till now you have enjoyed
yourselves, let u" now do something to please God.”
He then begged them to tie him and drag him through
the streets. The hot-headed lads did not hesitate to
agree to the proposal; the crazy man had just come in
time to afford them some amusement. They had gone
scarcely a dozen yards when he bled profusely from
his head and shoulders; yet he did not wish them to
stop, but asked them to drag him to the place they
had fixed upon. The poor young man reached the spot
in a most pitiable condition; at the sight of him the
boys came to their senses; all felt the greatest pity for
him and several of them cried bitterly. But Gerard
was, a8 one of his tormenters afterwards related, quite
cheerful and happy. “OL!” he said, “all this is noth-
ing for the love of Jesus Christ, who became a fool on
our account.” He arose from the ground in evident
satisfaction.

It is a remarkable thing that this event occurred just
before the house of the Carusi family, where, a few
years afterwards, as if in compensation for the outrage
perpetrated on this spot, he was glorified by God be-
fore the eyes of men by most astounding miracles.

God also manifested great pleasure in the self-renun-
ciation practised by our saint, and in the deep humility
which he evinced by assuming, for His sake, the char-
acter of a lunatic. For it was amid the insults and
outrages mentioned above that he endowed him for
the first time with the gift of prophecy, and put into
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his mouth the words which very plainly expressed the
veneration that would be bestowed on His servant
This happened on the occasion when Gerard was again
the object of the mischievous tricks of the boys who
kicked and beat him. He then cried out to them with
more than usual energy, full of dignity, yet not know-
ing what he was saying: “You now despise me; the
time will come when you will think it an honor to kiss
my hand.” The lads then laughed at these words, but
when Gerard afterwards actually appeared at Muro
under quite different circumstances, as one much sought
after and honored as a worker of miracles, many of
them recalled his words and acknowledged them as
prophetic, and inspired from on high.

How long a time the servant of God sought to im-
pose on himself the ignominy and outrages inflicted by
others, in order to imitate Jesus Christ, is not known;
it was probably not long, for it is certain that it was
forbidden by his confessor. That he did not show the
least repugnance in obeying with childlike submission
the words of the priest, and that he gave up, in conse-
quence, his usual practices of self-renunciation, are
eonvincing proofs that he thereby became more thor-
oughly and truly similar to his Redeemer than by all
other kinds of sacrifices and sufferings.

Nevertheless it was evident that he mortified his pa-
Iate in a more heroic degree during the greater portion
of Lent. He usually ate only dry bread which he mois-
tened with water; he often fasted for whole days, or
picket up in the streets some fruit or fragments of food,
which served him as nourishment. If occasionally he
partook of the kind of food usually eaten by others,
such as soup and vegetables, he thought this a delicious
meal and spoke of having been at a banquet (banchet-
tare). Ifinvited to take food, he excused himself by
saying that he was not hungry; and if eatables were for-
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ced upon him he distributed them among the poor, or
carried them to some sick person. — This rigid fast of
Gerard cost his kind mother many tears; she often com-
plained and gave vent to her sorrow on this account.
But he said to her: “Do not be troubled, my dear mother,
I am not hungry; my appetite is satisfied; I need no food.”

Even though he could sometimes use these words in
a general sense, his appetite was gratified only by bit-
ter and disagreeable herbs, such was wormwood, mil-
foil and the like, of which he always carried a large
quantity with him.

As Donna Eugenia Pasquale one day tried to per-
suade him to eat, and not to kill himself by fasting, he,
as usual denied that he fasted too rigidly, and that he
did not eat enough, and said that he always carried
eatables in his pocket. Eugenia had the curiosity to see
for herself, and putting her hand into his pocket, she
found nothing but a quantity of bitter roots and herbs,

The approval of heaven, as well as the anger of hell,
kept pace with his zeal for penance and suffering. Thé
latter perfectly corresponded with the state of Ger-
ard’s mind at this time.

One night while speaking in the excess of his love to
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, he heard from the
altar these words: “Pazzarello! Pazzarello!” (“O you
little fool! O you little fool!”) The saint immediately
recognized the voice of his Master, and could not re-
strain himself from giving the answer which his great
confidence and his glowing love prompted him to make.
“You are more foolish,” O my Jesus! he said, “You
are more foolish, since for my sake You remain here a
prisoner.”

On another occasion, wholly inebriated with love he
came to the altar, when he again heard the divine voice
saying : “Little fool, little fool, what are you doing?”
“What dost Thou wish, O my God,” Gerard answered,
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“What dost Thou wish? why dost Thou call me by
such a name? Didst not Thou put me into this state ?”
The evil spirit made extraordinary attacks upon him
for the purpose of destroying or preventing the holy
conversation of the saint with his Savior. During these
visits to the Blessed Sacrament the devil first tried all
kinds of grimaces and apparitions, either to frighten or
to injure him, as he has often done in regard to other
great servants of God. One morning, when Gerard
was about to enter the church in order to receive Holy
Communion, he rushed on him under the appearance
of a very large dog, howling, and showing his teeth as
if he were going to tear him to pieces. Any one else
would have fled, but Gerard was not alarmed, for he
knew to well who was concealed under the mask; he
made the sign of the cross, and the monster disappear-
ed. The same thing happened at another time when
the devil met him in the disguise of a wolf, making
savage threats to attack him. At another time, while
Gerard was kneeling at the foot of the altar, in the
chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, the evil spirit threw
_down a candlestick, in order thereby to disturb him in
his prayers and in his communion with God. He also
threw down upon Gerard while he knelt there, one ofs
the wooden angels that were fastened to the cornice of
the chapel, and wounded him in the arm. Gerard sus-
pected the author of all this, but did nothing except to
move out of the way. As, however, the statue seemed
to be under diabolical influence, and might be hurled
at him he prayed, and the apparition vanished. Many
years after these events, Gerard, at the command of his
Superior, told the particulars of these demoniacal oc-
currences.
From the spirit awakened in this intercourse, and
the wish to aitich himself to heaven by inseparable
bonds, proceeded also the holy boldness which induced
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him at thig time to offer his heart to the Queen of
heaven and become espoused to her. As we have seen,
he had always borne a childlike affection towards the
Blessed Mother of God, and of man. As the master-
piece of God’s hand, her incomprehensible beauty
and the plentitude of her goodness enraptured his soul;
as the Mother of the Redeemer, she excited his admir-
ation, his joy, his respect; and as the dispenser of every
grace, she attracted with irresistible force his lov-
ing heart that thirsted for the possession of this orna-
ment of the soul.

It often happened that he could not separate himself

from the presence of the images of the Blessed Virgin,
and when asked the reason, responded : “The Madonna
has ravished my heart, and I have willingly yielded it
up to her.” It is also related that when a boy he had
already dedicated to her his body and his soul with
all their powers and acts ; and it is probable that even
in his twelfth year he presented as a friendly gift to the
Blessed Virgin his vow of perpetual virginity. Atleast,
when worldly-minded persons indiscreetly asked him
whether he intended to marry, he several times said
very decidedly: “I shall choose for my spouse a beau-
&iful woman.”
" But as in the heart of the saintly young man, who
had completely resigned himself to the inspiration of
grace, all the virtues had grown, and, at the time of
which we speak, had increased in intensity, so had his
love for the Blessed Virgin Mary become greater, and
now inspired him to perform an act of most tender and
perfect consecration.

On the third Sunday of the month of May the people
used to celebrate with great pomp a feast in honor of
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin.
Gerard always prepared himself for it with special fer-
vor. In the year 1747, on the day of the feast he was
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again devoutly praying before the statue of the Blessed
Virgin, when, under the pressure of the feelings that
controlled him, he felt his heart beating violently, and
as it were bounding with the greatest joy and love.
When the statue was about to be carried in solemn
procession he was seized by an irresistable power, and,
more in ecstasy than conscious of himself, he pushed
his way through the crowd, and standing before the
statue he took a ring off his finger and endeavored to
put it on the finger of the Blessed Virgin, and said with
a loud voice! “Behold! Iam wedded to the Madonna.”
(“Ecco mi sposato colla Madonna!”) By this act, he
afterwards declared, he celebrated the espousals bet-
ween his virginity and the virginity of the Blessed Vir-
gin, and he believed himself from this moment to be
consecrated in a special manner to the mother of God,
just as a bridegroom is consecrated to his bride.

The blessing resulting from this consecration was not
merely the expression of a transitory feeling of love,
but a well developed blossom of a holy and long culti-
vated disposition. It accompanied him throughout life
and exhibited itself in a perfect purity of soul and body.
Gerard remained free not only from every grievoussin,
and carried with him to the grave his baptismal robe
unsullied, but he was able to avoid those stains which
pave the way to voluntary venial sins. His confessors
scarcely found matter for absolution, and one of them,
Father Celestine de Rubertis, to whom the servant of
God, towards the end of his life, usually went to con-
fession, declared that the always felt deeply humbled
when he saw him kneeling at his feet, in all the splen-
dor of innocence, like an angel of paradise. As regards
purity of body, however, Gerard was in this matter en-
tirely free from the stings of the flesh and from the de-
grading influence of concupiscence brought into this
world by original sin. This was the gift which the Vir-
gin had presented to her virginal client.



CHAPTER V.
O~ THE Roap To THE CONVENT.

- Not long after the event just mentioned Gerard was
seized with the most vehement desire to leave the
world like the old hermits, and to devote himself in
perfect seclusion to penance, meditation and manual
labor. Such a life seemed to him to be the only com-
pensation for the religious life which he so ardently
desired, and to which he now had not the least prospect
of ever being admitted. His health and bodily strength
had not improved during the last years; in consequence
of his austerities and the continual exhaustion occas-
ioned by his burning love, he had become weaker and
could therefore not expect anything but a refusal if he
made a third request. In a hermitage, however, he
thought that his weakness would be no obstacle; there he
would be a burden to no one, and could imitate to a
certain extent the rule of life followed by religious, and
make the sacrifices that they have to make. He there-
fore resolved to become a hermit. We do not know
whether he obtained the permission or the approval
of his director for the execution of this design, or
whether he only wished to make a trial of the life of
a hermit and afterwards submit its success to his
confessor, with the petition to continue it.

For the establishment of his hermitage Gerard had
chosen a forest situated in a mountainous district at
sonie distance from the city. When he communicated
his project to one of his most intimate friends, the lat-
ter not only approved of it but he was courageous
enough to offer himself as his companion. ~ Gerard was
pleased, and readily gave consent. With very little
baggage the two young men left Muro on the day they
had fixed, and set out for the solitary forest.
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The life of the hermits was imediately begun. The
Tule which they intended to observe was very strict,
and was not unworthy of the anchorites of primitive
times. They wished to devote the hours of the day
partly to manual labor, to exercises of piety, and to
devout conversation. The night, however, was set apart
for meditation and for rigorous penances. Only a few
hours were to be given to sleep, which they did not
wish to take on a comfortable couch under shelter, but
in the open air, in order that the rest they enjoyed
might also bear the character of penance. Their food
was to be extremely moderate. They had read that
the old hermits prolonged their lives by means of roots
and wild herbs, so they resolved to imitate them by
selecting for their ordinary nourishment berries, roots
and herbs found in the woods.

We cannot but admire the . determination which
‘prompted them to carry out this strict rule; but in the
case of one, it was soon discovered that his strength
was not equal to the austerities imposed upon them.
After three or four days, Gerard’s companion declared
himself unfit to continue this difficult life; “the bow
had been bent to much;” and he returned to the city.
Of course the servant of God, who, from childhood had
exercised himself in most rigorous fasting and severe
mortifications, found in that which had driven away
his associate no reason why he should follow him; he
remained in the woods rejoicing on account of the in-
creased solitude; now he could give himself entirely to
God and devote more time to prayer.

The servant of God would have continued this mode
of life if God had willed that he should remain in the
hermitage ; but this was not His design.

This secluded life, spent wholly in the service of
‘God seemed suited to the aspirations of the highly gift-
ed soul of Gerard. He certainly would have continued
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this mode of life to the end of his days had such been
the will of God. A few days after the departure of his
companion, his confessor commanded him to leave the
forest, to return to his mother’s house, and to continue
his trade. The word of his confessor was for him the
voice of God, he submitted with his usual exactness,
returned to the home of his childhood, and again labor-
ed in his workshop.

The life which he now led in the world, during the
two years intervening from the end of 1747 till his
entrance into the religious state, was similar to that
which he led before his retirement into solitude. He
showed the same zealous fervor in the service of God
and of his neighbor, the same obedience, conscientious-
ness, and virtue; it was remarked that his zeal for souls
then manifested itself more strongly, and that apos-
tolic bearing shone forth more prominently in Gerard’s
behavior. If formerly he endeavored to promote the
honor of God by suffering, and by seeking every species
of torture, he now labored to increase this honor by
his activity, and by his salutary influence over the
hearts of his fellow-men.

. Upon children he bestowed the most tender care.
‘When a. boy, he used to collect them to take part in
pious plays; now, he gathered them around him to
disengage them from dangerous entertainments and use-
less pastimes. He spoke to them of God and of divine
things with that affability which fascinates, and with
that pleasant eloquence which arises not only from per-
sonal conviction, — and therefore produces conviction
in others,— but which is also reserved, yet in harmony
with the occasion, which neither annoys nor fatigues
the listener. Sometimes he went in procession with
the children to his dear chapel of Capotignagno, or
visited an old church dedicated to St. Leo, in which he
instructed the older children in the truths of religion,
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and taught the smaller ones to pronounce the Holy
- Names, to make the sign of the Cross, and to say the
Lord’s prayer.

But Gerard was not only an apostle abroad; he ex-
erted a like influence at home, upon his mother and
sisters. 'With the most convincing arguments, he often
recommended to them the love of God and the love of
the Redeemer, and encouraged them to receive the sac-
raments frequently. Very often they heard him say:
“Let us visit Jesus, our dear prisoner;” words which he
frequently spoke to his companions when a child. He
instructed, encouraged, and advised his younger sisters,
and when necessary he did not hesitate to rebuke them.
He had remarked that one of his sisters was inclined
to indulge in finery, and was prone to childish vanity.
This displeased Gerard; and he expressed his dissatis-
faction in a kind but straightforward manner, saying:
“Come, now, my dear sister, throw those beautiful trifles
into the fire.”

That there was no decrease in Gerard’s love for the
Crucified Redeemer, nor in his desire of rendering him-
self like to Him, we learn from an incident that occur-
ed about this time, probably in the beginning of Lent,
1749. When, therefore, the crucifixion was again to be
represented, the privilege of personating the suffering
Redeemer was granted to Gerard. He considered the
matter very seriously. It was customary in Muro as well
as in other countries of lively faith to represent to the
people, in living pictures, scenes of our Lord’s Passion.
The representation took place in the cathedral; it was
regarded as a kind of sermon, and as a religious drama
which pious persons considered it an honor to take
part in. On the appointed day Gerard had himself
bound to the cross and begged those who were to per-
sonate the officers of justice to tie him in a very cruel
manner, and to inflict on him as much torture as pos-
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sible; he had forgotten that there was no question of
torture, but merely a representation of it. As Gerard’s -
~ peculiarities were well-known, they promised to realize
his wish. Thus the servant of God appeared hanging
on the cross in a truly suffering state. The sight of the
saintly young man, bound and stretched on the wood,
showing in the expression of his countenance a pious
interior disposition, as well as of sufferings cheerfully
borne, moved the spectators to tears; they thought
that they saw before them the suffering Redeemer Him-
self. Gerard’s good mother had also come to the play,
without, however, knowing that her son was taking the
chief partin it. When, therefore, quite unexpectedly,
she saw him hanging on the cross, she swooned away.
But the servant of God was filled with joy, and upon
his return home he consoled her and said that all
he had endured was nothing; that he must suffer for
Jesus Christ.

Those souls for whom “it is necessary” to suffer for
their Saviour, and who in fact suffer for Him with pleas-
ure, the Lord glorifies in proportion to their sufferings ;
not only by drawing them within the circle of His spec-
ial friends, but by allowing them to shine before the
eyes of men in their intimacy with God, and in all their
spiritual greatness, Thus did our Lord act in regard
to this servant of God. '

‘We have seen how the wonderful power of working
miracles had already manifested itself in his childhood
and during the time of his apprenticeship. But now,
it showed itself in a still more singular and astonishing
way. Of the miracles which Gerard performed at this
time at Muro, a few are still remembered by the inhabit-
ants, and we can therefore relate them in detail without
the fear of bringing forward what is not well authen-
ticated. :

Great astonishment was created among the towns-
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people by the following miracle, which is attested by
most trustworthy witnesses, and was performed by the
servant of God. One day business induced Gerard to
walk by a place where men were engaged in building a
house. He noticed that something disagreeable had
happened, for everybody seemed to be in bad humor.
It appears that a mistake had been made in cutting the
beams destined for the house, so that they were too
short, and did not reach from one side to the other.
Gerard remained standing near the workmen, and after
he had ascertained the cause of the trouble, he had re-
course to his Lord and Master, and invoked the Holy
Name over the beams. He then encouraged the work-
men to try to draw the beams into their places by
means of ropes, That Gerard was often inspired when
he spoke, and that he possessed supernatural power,
every one knew; we need not be astonished therefore,
that the workmen did exactly as they had been directed.
The result of their compliance with his request was
most marvelous. The beams were found to fit exactly;
they had evidently become longer, through the prayer
of the servant of God.

On another occasion he met a woman named Giuliani,
who seemed to bein great distress. She was troubled
about her child Amato, that she carried in her arms,
and that cried and screamed most pitiously. The child
had fallen into boiling water and had severely scalded
its arms and breast. Oil and wax, which the mother had
put on the wounds to relieve the pain, proved useless,
and the poor child in excruciating suffering now cried
incessantly. The pitiable condition of the child, and
the tears of the mother, made a deep impression on
Gerard’s kind heart. He placed himself before the
child, gazed at it, placed his hand on its breast, and
signed it with the sign of the Cross. Twenty-four hours
afterwards, Amato was perfectly well!
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If our saint brought about cures by the imposition
of hands and the sign of the Cross, the sign of the Cross
made by his command produced the same wonderful
effects. That good woman, Emanuela Vetromile, with
whom we have already become acquainted as the in-
timate friend and confidante of his youthful secrets,
had an opportunity of discovering this power. She
had a servant in her house, a relative of hers named
Ursula whom she loved very much on account of her
excellent qualities. This girl had been afflicted with
a chronic disease, which defied the skill of the physic-
ians; Ursula was evidently near the grave and at length
was given up by the doctors as hopeless. Vetromile
was greatly alarmed, and had recourse to heaven. She
was about to go to the church of the Conventual Fathers,
in order to invoke the aid of St. Anthony for the pre-
servation of her beloved servant, when Gerard met her.
Seeing that her eyes were red with weeping, the sym-
pathetic young man asked the cause of her dejection.
After she had informed him of the cause of her sorrow
and the object of her journey he consoled her and told
her to go home and to make the sign of the cross upon
the forehead of the dying girl three times, and she
would be cured. The woman believed, went home,
and did what Gerard had told her. His prediction was
realized : scarcely had the sign of the cross been made
on the forehead of the young girl when she rallied, to
the astonishment of the physwlans as well as of the
whole city of Muro.

Meanwhile, the time was approaching when Gerard
should see his most ardent wish fulfilled, when he
would reach the haven of the religious state. The re-
ligious Society for which God had destined him as one
of its first and brightest ornaments, had, during & num-
ber of years, grown strong amid storms, visibly sustain-
ed by the hand of Providence. It was the “Congrega-
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tion of the Most Holy Redeemer.” Gerard was six years
old when St. Alphonsus Liguori laid the foundation of
the Institute, being actuated by a merciful desire to
save many abandoned souls that lived in the country,
—such as he had become acquainted with among the
shepherds of Amalfi. He was supported in his design
by the counsel of wise and holy men, and encourag-
ed and incited by the divinely privileged Sister Mary
Coelestis Costarosa, then living in the convent of the
Holy Redeemer, at Scala. She had manifested to him
God’s holy will in this affair. We shall meet her again in
the course of this biography. Having surmounted great
obstacles, he founded the first house at Scala; soon
after, he established another house at Ciorani; then
followed that of Nocera, and lastly another was begun
‘at Tliceto.

Gradually, there gathered around the saintly Founder
a considerable number of priests and laymen, who, ani-
mated with his spirit, and penetrated with a like desire
for their own sanctification and for the salvation of the
most abandoned souls, began to realize his plans. The
work of the missions increased daily and the name of
Don Alphonsus was honored as that of a true apostle
and friend of the poor. There were on the one hand
miracles of love and zeal; on the other miracles of
grace and conversion.

Eminent prelates seeing the success and zeal of this
new work, hastened to avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity of securing the labors of the Fathers for the wel-
fare of souls in their parishes, by giving missions and
retreats, and began to take measures to have houses of
the Congregation established in their dioceses. Among
these prelates was Monsignor Nicolai, Archbishop of
Conza. A mission, given in May 1746, in the little
town of Caposela, belonging to his diocese, under the
direction of St. Alphonsus, convinced him of the great
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good which the Fathers would accomplish if they had
a permanent house established among the people con-
fided to his care. He believed it to be his duty to
offer to the holy Founder the sanctuary of ‘“Mater
Domini”, which was situated near Caposele. Alphonsus
accepted the offer.

Twenty years before, this sanctuary had been offered
to St. John Joseph of the Cross, who at that time was -
the Provincial of the Alcantarians, in order that he
might there establish a convent of his Order. But
the saint refused to accept it, and while giving his
reasons for the refusal, he uttered a prophecy which
was now fulfilled. He said: “It is not God’s will that
our religious should establish a community in this
place ; but after twenty years, other religious will come
here and will work for God’s honor and the salvation
of souls.” At the close of 1747, St. Alphonsus sent as
first Superior, his faithful companion, Father Cwsar
Sportelli, a man possessed of eminent virtues, and re-
markable for his unbounded confidence in divine Pro-
vidence.?

1) Father Ceesar Sportelli was born at Aqua Viva on the 29th
of March, 1702, and was one of the first and most holy diciples
of St. Alphonsus. Like the latter, he devoted himself to the
legal profession, and was a lawyer at Naples. When in the
world he led a most exemplary life. After he had become
acquainted with Alphonsus he was his constant companion,
and entered the new Congregation as soon as it was estab-
lished. His humility, patience, obedience and brotherly love
were resplendent; his faith was so lively that he often cried
out: «“O paradise!” His hope was so strong that he never
grew disheartened, no matter how great his distress might be.
He used to say: “Lasciamo fare a Dio benedetto.” “Let us
leave it all to the Blessed Lord.” During the missions he
often preached three or four times a day, and would not allow
his frequent hemorrhages and asthma to interfere. He was
indifatigible in the confessional, in which, on one occasion at
Foggia, he sat fully ten hours without interruption. In all
his public discourses, he manifested such zeal, that some one
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Although the good people of Caposele did all in
their power to advance the new foundation and to
secure its stability, yet the funds were insufficient. The
building of the house required more money than they
could supply. Hence the Fathers were compelled to
appeal to the liberality of the faithful living in other
cities and dioceses. The Archbishop of Conza gave
them a special letter of recommendation. Father Fran-
cis Garzilli was appointed to make a collecting tour,
and brother Onofrio was chosen to accompany him,

In August, 1748, they arrived at Gerard’s native
place; they were the first Redemptorists whom he had
seen. Yet he felt attracted to them, and was inclined
to enter into conversation with them. This feeling was
evidently sympathy of vocation. Gerard knew that
this was an inspiration from on high, and did not hesi-
tate to follow it. He then accosted Onofrio, asked him
about the usual community life in the Congregation,
the practices of piety, especially those of penance, and
informed him that he had a desire to enter as a lay-
brother. Onofrio gave him the most satisfactory infor-
mation, but discouraged his desire to enter the Congre-
gation. “Our Congregation,” he said, “will not suit you,

said: “I had a great desire to hear St. Paul, but having heard
Father Sportelli I am satisfied, for he seems to me another
Paul” As a true son of St. Alphonsus, he entertained an
ardent veneration for the Madonna, and was faithful in his
visits to the Blessed Sacrament. During the missions and re-
treats he did excellent service to the Congregation as Superior
and General Consultor. The time of his last illness was de-
voted to heavenly things, and he breathed forth his soul after
having uttered the Psalm: “In exitu Isreal de Egypto.” He
died April 1gth, 1750. After his death many miracles were
wrought by the invocation of his name. Our holy Founder,
St. Alphonsus, was induced to petition the Holy See to allow
his beatification to be introduced. But soon, most violent
storms agitated the little bark of St. Alphonsus, and he was
prevented from following up this matter.
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for our life is one of great suffering, and our Rule is
very severe.” Onofrio evidently did not know the spirit
that animated the young man. Gerard radiant with joy,
said “The information you have given me, is just what
I would like.” He hesitated to proceed any farther in
this matter, either because he held in remembrance the
refusal of the Capuchins, or what is more probable, he
did not trust his first inclination, and wished to subject
it to further proof to find out whether or not it was a
divine call. In the meantime, Gerard was convinced
of his vocation to the religious life. The following
year, 1749, the Fathers came to Muro to give a mission.

It was Easter-time, April 13. The exercises of the
mission were begun, and the inhabitants of Muro took
a lively interest in them: especially young Majella. He

stood near the pulpit daily, and listened with the great-
est attention of the words of the missionaries, especially

to those of Father Paul Cafaro, who was the superior
of the mission. Father Cafaro was a man qualified to
attract a saint like Gerard. He was endowed with the
gift of apostolic eloquence and well versed in the science
of the saints. We may judge of the spirit with which
he was animated by the words which often involuntari-
ly escaped his lips: “O death! O eternity!” He preach-
ed the truths of religion with that persuasiveness and
unction that moved the erring to conversion, and fil-
led the innocent with the magnanimous desire to devote
themselves entirely to the service of God. Gerard was
fascinated. These days of penance were wholly accor-
ding to his taste, he rejoiced to see the fruits of the
mission manifested in the salvation of so many souls,
the renewal of fervor, the defeat of the evil spmt a.nd
the triumph of grace.

There is an incident on record which very plainly re-
veals Gerard’s penitential sentiments at this time. Among
the customary exercises of penance, performed during
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the mission was that of scourging. In a few days the
minds of the men were already disposed to contrition,
and after the sermon, this penitential act was performed.
Gerard was never absent. His love of penance promp-
ted him never to neglect such an opportunity. There
were others present who went to the church not in the
spirit of penance but with mischief in view. Among
these were two young men who were gratified to inflict
pain on the servant of God. They secured a place be-
hind him, and as soon as the lamps had been extin-
guished and all had begun to scourge themselves, they
inflicted heavy blows on the innocent victim. Gerard
might have complained of such wicked behavior, but
did not even change his place in the church, and pa-
tiently bore these tortures during the four or five ensu-
ing evenings.

In the meantime, the servant of God had become
thoroughly convinced that divine Providence had or-
dained that he should enter the Congregation of the
Most Holy Redeemer. He lost no time in responding
to call by removing all obstacles. During the mission
he offered his services to the Fathers, and towards the
close, he distributed all that he had among the poor,
to detach himself from the world and to enter the state
of perfection as a truly poor man. At last he disclosed
his intention to Father Cafaro, and declared that it was
his most ardent desire to follow him and become a lay-
brother in his Congregation. Father Cafaro was con-
vinced of Gerard’s noble disposition and genuine piety:;
yet the young man’s weakness and his emaciated frame
made him doubt that he was equal to the laborious
duties of a lay-brother. Father Cafaro, therefore, re-
fused his request, advising him to banish the thought
of entering the Congregation. Gerard would willingly
have followed this advice which so holy a man as Father
Cafaro had given him, — yet he could not resist God’s
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voice. He continued to importune the missionaries;
beseeching them to give him a trial. He was not dis-
couraged when he met with a refusal.

His mother had meanwhile received information of
what he intended to do. One day when she asked him
the cause of his extraordinary sadness he related to her
his negotiations with Father Cafaro. This brought new
difficulties. However pious and resigned to God’s will
this woman was, she could not bear the thought that her
son should leave her; and listening too much to the
voice of nature she began to oppose the young man’s
plan and to do everything to prevent him from carrying
out his resolution. She undertook to cross Gerard’s
plans, appealing to him with maternal tenderness, and
begged him several times with tears, not to abandon
his mother. “He could,” she said, “love and serve
God as well in the world; and besides he should be
mindful of her needs, and should not leave her without
support.” His sisters also joined his mother in her
entreaties. Much as he loved his family, Gerard proved
that he loved the Beloved of his soul still more, by
hearkening to the voice that bade him leave house, and
mother and sisters in order to devote himself entirely
to God’s service. He therefore conquered his natural
affection, consoled his mother and sisters, and told
them he could not act differently from what he had re-
solved to do. “I must,” he said among other things,
“gseek an asylum where I can say: Here I am altogether
for God,—for God Who asks of us and loves the sacri-
fice of all our feelings and of our whole heart.”

Finding her tears of no avail she hastened to Father
Cafaro, to prevail upon him not to receive Gerard into
his congregation. The love which she bore her son
made her eloquent, and in its excess she exaggerated
her condition. She represented her poverty and her
dependence on Gerard for support in the most glowing
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terms, D and besought the missionary with tears to favor
her request. There was no need of appealing to Father
Cafaro to dissuade Gerard from his purpose for he had
never thought of receiving the young man; on the con-
trary, he was firmly resolved to oppose him though it
pained him to doso. He consoled the weeping mother,
and dismissed her with the information that he did not
think of admitting her son. Knowing how ardently
desirous the servant of God was to follow him, and to
leave Muro with the missionaries, he advised the
mother not to allow Gerard to leave the house when
they were about to depart.

This advice was punctually carried out. When the
hour for the departure of the Fathers had arrived, the
servant of God was confined to a room of the house,
and was not even permitted to bid them farewell. But
what avail is human prudence against the bold and in-
ventive love of the saints!

The missionaries left Muro, and had already gone quite
a distance on their way to Rionero, where they inten-
ded to open a mission, when the voice of a young man
who was running after them, and who was nearly out of
breath, cried out: “O my Fathers! do wait for me, do
wait for me!” They did not credit what they saw and
heard, — but there was no mistake; it was Gerard’s
voice! The servant of God had found means of escap-
ing from his prison. He had used the bed-clothes to
lower himself from the window, and had thus secured

1) The poverty of Gerard’s family was undoubtedly great, still,
as his sisters were already grown up and could earn their liv-
ing by the work of their hands, it was not of such a nature that
the young man, called to something higher, would have been
obliged to remain with his mother. After Gerard had entered
the Congregation there was no longer any question about the
poverty of his family, and if this poverty had been so great, the
conscientious St. Alphonsus would never have admitted him to
religious profession.
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his liberty. On the table he left a note in which he
told them of his flight, and that he was going away to
become a saint. He further remarked that the mem-
bers of his family should never more think of him. Fa-
ther Cafaro and his companions were astonished at the
heroism of poor Majella, and felt the greatest compas-
sion for him, especially since they knew for what reason
he had come, and that his petition would again have
to be refused. Father Cafaro tried to persuade him to-
return quietly to Muro. But all in vain: he cried and
entreated; “Try me,” he repeatedly said: “and then
you may judge my case, and send me away if necessary.”

In the fervor of his desire he followed the fathers as
far as Rionero, where he besieged-the Superior of the
missionaries with entreaties and tears. Again, and
again he received the fatal answer, “It cannot be done;
it is impossible.” Finally he threw himself at the feet
of him whom he thought an unmerciful Father, with
an expression of humility which would move the heart
of any one to favor his petition, and began to plead in
a modest but firm voice. “Well, then, my Father,”
said he, “if you do not receive me among your brethren,
you will see me every day among the poor and beg at
the door of your convent. But I beseech you, try me
first, and if I shall be found unfit, then send me away.”

So modest and so resolute a tone conquered Father
Cafaro. Though not convinced that Gerard was fit for the.
position of lay-brother, he thought that he should yield
to his ardent wish, in order not to wound or break so
noble a heart. He, therefore, gave him a trial. He then
wrote these few lines to Father Lorenz d’ Antonio, Rec-
tor of our house in Iliceto, “I send you a brother, who,
in regard to work will be perfectly useless. But I could
not absolutely refuse him admission, on account of his
many earnest entreaties, and the high reputation which
he enjoys at Muro.” This short letter contains, at
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least in the first part as we shall soon learn, an entirely
erroneous judgment about the servant of God; yet it
made him happy beyond measure when it was handed
to him with the request that he should proceed with
with it to Iliceto. It seemed to him to contain the
credentials, empowering him to set out from the land
of exile, and joyfully enter paradise.




CHAPTER VI.
THE LAY-BROTHER.

After having received the strange letter of recom-
mendation, the servant of God set out without delay
for Iliceto. The road leading to it was not a short one;
it was a good days walk, even at a rapid pace. But
for our happy traveler, who felt as if a load had been
taken from him, and who was absorbed in holy thoughts,
this day seemed as fleeting and as pleasant as if only
an hour. _

‘When he saw the house of the Redemptorists in the
distance, he felt the greatest joy, and hastened to reach -
it as soon as possible. It was probably on Saturday,
the 17th of May, 1749, when the servant of God set
foot on the threshold of the little convent where he
was to lead a wonderful and holy life, and prepare
himself fully for the duties of his vocation. Let us
enter with him, for it will not be without interest to us,
as it later became the theatre of his virtue and miracles.

The house of the Redemptorists at Iliceto, in the
diocese of Bovino, stood on a small mountain in the
neighborhood of the little town from which it derived
its naine, in a corner of the woods which the inhabi-
tants used to call “Vallinvincoli.” In former times it
gave shelter to a community of Augustinian monks,
whose Founder and first Superior was Blessed Felix
of Corsano. A venerable memorial of this holy man
was still in existence. It was a grotto hewn out of a
rock, situated below the convent, in which Felix loved
to pray and devote himself to the practice of penance.
Next to the house was a small church dedicated to the
Mother of God, under the title of “Our Lady of Con-
solation,” which was constantly visited by the inhabi-
tants of Iliceto and of the surrounding country, in order
to pay their respects to the miraculous picture.
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Towards the end of the year 1744, St. Alphonsus
had also gone there for the same purpose, while giving
a retreat at Iliceto. He was so charmed with the de-
votion of the place and the solitude that reigned in
Vallinvincoli that he yielded to the persuasion of those
who wished to retain him at Iliceto, and declared that
he was ready to accept the Augustinian convent that
had been offered him, and convert it into a house of
his Congregation. In the following year, 1745, he re-
paired to this place with a few companions, and was
received with open arms and joyfully welcomed by the
people, especially by the bishop of Bovino, the vener-
able Antonio Lucci. Iliceto then became his abode
for two years. Here he devoted himself to piety and
study. , :

In fact, the solitude and seclusion of the house at
Tliceto were entirely suited to offer to a scientific, and,
in a far higher degree, to an ascetical life, the natural
foundation for its proper display and development.
This quiet place was never disturbed by the world and
its concerns. Besides, this solitude was consecrated
by a holy past, so that the mind and heart could apply
themselves calmly and unreservedly to the most serious
affairs of life. “In this new house of Our dear Lady
of Consolation,” wrote Father Cafaro, a short time after
its establishment, “I believe that I am sharing the
happy lot of the hermits of Egypt. When we return
to this place after the missions of the winter and spring,
we live so quiet a life, are so retired from the
tumult of the world, that we scarcely know what is go-
ing on there. We are free from all intercourse with
seculars, in the heart of the forest. Our hermitage
rivals the rocky mountain which St. Peter of Alcantara
chose as his favorite resort. ‘Blessed be God Who has
brought me to this place™”

So, too, spoke Gerard when he entered the convent
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of Iliceto. How he thanked God for having at last
granted him the grace for which he had prayed so long;
how he thanked the Mother of Consolation, who now
visited him with consolation after so many trials and
afflictions!

Immediately upon his arrival, the happy young man
knelt before the altar of the Blessed Mother to express
his gratitude and declared that he wished to live under
her protection as also to die in this house which was
dedicated to her. So great was his happiness that he
could hardly contain himself. He wept for joy, and walk-
ed through the corridors of the convent and kissed
its walls.

The Fathers and Brothers who had an opportunity
of witnessing the happiness of the new-comer thought
that it would soon be changed into sorrow, and that the
young man would not stay with them very long. The
few lines written by Father Cafaro made them surmise
this; besides, every one was convinced at first sight
that the candidate was weak in body.

But his appearance and behavior soon wiped out the
unfavorable impressions which Gerard’s exterior and
Father Rector’s letter had made. Ina short time every
one was convinced that the servant of God was far
from being a “useless brother,” and that they had re-
ceived into the house not only a saintly young man
but a very excellent workman.

‘We need not add that Gerard, during the first days,
charmed every one by his humility, his spirit of morti-
fication, exact obedience, and his other virtues. Ere
long he convinced them that in considering him unfit
for work, they had misjudged him. While working, he
was active as if he were in the best of health and pos-
sessed a robust constitution.

When Father Cafaro, who had sent him to Iliceto,
came there in October 1749 in the capacity of Rector
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of that parish, he heard quite the contrary of what he
had anticipated, for Gerard was lavishly praised by all.

‘We know not the exact time when Gerard received
the religious habit. It was always a rule in the Con-
gregation, that those who wished to enter as lay-brothers
had to wear the secular dress for at least six months,
and under some circumstances even longer, before they
could receive the religious habit. During this time
they were under the direction of the Master of Novices
whose business it was to test them and to teach them
how to practise virtue. If they were equal to the trial,
they received the habit and made their first novitiate
of six months. After some time, they were admitted
to the second novitiate, which was concluded by the
making of the vows. We have no reason to think that
an exception was made in Gerard’s case, but we may,
however, suppose that the preliminary trial did not
continue beyond the usual six months. Consequently
he must have received the habit towards the end of the
year 1749,

From this time he was looked upon as a novice of
the Congregation, and his next duty was to enter into
the spirit of the religious life in general and into the
spirit of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer
in particular. Gerard found no difficulty in doing this,
having already passed through an excellent school of
the spiritual life. During the first days of his religious
career he comprehended what it means to be a serving-
brother of the Congregation, and the ideal which he
should strive to attain was quite vividly before his
mind. ]

According to his notion — and it is a perfectly cor-
rect one — the good lay-brother is a man who under-
stands how to unite to the work of his hands, prayer
and the exercises of piety, so that if work claims most
of his time, his heart inclines constantly towards prayer
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and exercises of piety. The good lay-brother is able
to sanctify every kind of work, and as it were, seasons
it and changes it into prayer by intercourse with God,
by a good intention, and by ejaculatory prayers. From
morning till evening he is at work ; he knows nothing
of idle moments. Always ready to serve others, he
finds no work too insignificant, no occupation too low-
ly: he is ever ready to come to the assistance of others.
Impatience which his work is apt to create, he sup-
presses with the cheerfulness of a self-sacrificing heart,
and smiling, he accomplishes whatever has been en-
joined upon him. He is in the kitchen, the refectory,
the workshop, at the door, in the sanctuary, — always
at the right time, according to the orders he has re-
ceived ; and he never interferes in the affairs of others.
He is not attached to the office which he holds; he is
not absolutely tenacious of the work in which he de-
lights. He is distinguished by modesty, humility,
simplicity, a certain quiet behavior, love of silence
and recollection. In obedience and respect for Superiors
he does not wish any one to surpass him. The good
lay-brother believes himself to be the hand or the foot
of the Superior, which moves without asking questions
or without resistance, at his will; he submits his judg-
ment to the judgment of those who are in authority. A
model of brotherly love, he is anxiously concerned about
the wants of all. His own wants are the last he thinks of,
and for these he provides, with great austerity, in strict
observance of holy poverty. If sick persons are confi-
ded to his charge, he nurses them with maternal care;
ifhe has to wait upon strangers, he does his work in such
a manner that he not only serves, but edifies them;
and they go away strongly persuaded that there is a
vast difference between a servant in the world and a
serving-brother in the convent. Of the outside world,
the good lay-brother knows very little; he has no inter-




THE LAY-BROTHER. 85

course with the world except that which the business
of the house may require. If occasionally he can say
an edifying word or do something else for the salvation
of souls, he does it without arrogating to himself the
office of priest; he is at his best when like 8t. John
the Baptist, he prepares the way of the Lord in humil-
ity and simplicity. Such is the pious lay-brother of
the convent. This was the ideal which Gerard endea-
vored to reach in the beginning of his religious life.

There were lay-brothers in the Congregation who
had already realized this ideal, whom he could imitate
in the practices of virtue. Although the Congregation
‘was sfill in its earliest youth, being not yet twenty
years old, a few of its saintly lay-brothers had already
departed this life in the odor of sanctity.

The first fruit plucked by Almighty God in the gar-
den of St. Alphonsus was such a saintly brother. This
was amiable brother Joachim Gaudiello, whose pious
life was followed by a holy death, on the 18th of April,
1741, eight years previous to Gerard’s entrance in re-
ligion. This lay-brother served him as a model in
every respect. He was an Aloysius in his zeal for
penance and the purity of his morals, a Francis in his
ardent love of God and divine things, a Giles in his
simplicity and obedience, a Bernard in his love for the
Madonna. Though he was extremely fond of prayer
and of intercourse with God, his favorite maxim was:
“Work is the test of the lay-brother,” — an expression
which convinces us that he fully understood what it is
to be a lay-brother. When dying in the house of
Ciorani, in view of the circumstance that he was the
first Redemptorist passing into eternity, he was so full
of joy that he repeatedly cried out: “It is I who carry
the standard.” (To porto lo stendardo.)

Another holy lay-brother who was highly esteemed
for its virtues, having died four years before at Iliceto,



86 THE LAY-BROTHER.

but still living in the memory of all, was no less an
ideal for imitation. We mean Brother Vitus Curzius,
in whom there is manifested, perhaps less than in
Brother Gaudiello, the practice of virtue in all its lov-
liness and gentleness, but who is more conspicuous as
an example of heroic self-control, and perfect obedience.
He was born of a respectable family in 1706. Imbued
with false notions of honor, he lived the life of a proud
and haughty worldling. A dream, directing his atten-
tion to the holy Founder, St. Alphonsus, effected a
complete change in his soul. He joined the saint and
was as zealous to acquire true honor as he had former-
ly proved himself in his effort for the acquisition of
worldly renown. He wished to serve God as a poor
lay-brother, and entered the Congregation in this
capacity immediately after its establishment. During
the first part of his religious life he had many temp-
tations and conflicts; later, God elevated him to the
highest degree of prayer. His humility and mortifica-
tions were sublime; but he distinguished himself chief-
ly by his obedience. This virtue was not natural to
him —it was the fruit of grace, — a victory over nature.
Vitus used to say: “A lay-brother should resemble the
bell which is fastened to the neck of an animal that is
grazing: this bell never rings unless it is moved. - So
a lay-brother ought never to do anything unless he is
prompted to do so by holy obedience.” This principle
he observed most perfectly during his whole life: and
St. Alphonsus himself remarks, — one may say that he
died a victim of obedience. Obedience demanded of
him to make a journey on foot, and while he was re-
turning he came to a house where he expected to spend
the night. Though he was exhausted from the heat of
the day he was refused admittance. Patiently bearing
the affront he went into the open air and lay down to
rest. The cold air was a serious injury to him: he was
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seized with fever and could scarcely drag himself along.
Almost within sight of our house at Iliceto, he found that
he could proceed no farther. A good priest received
him into his house, in which he lay sick during forty-
nine days, and at last, on Saturday the 18th of Septem-
ber 1745, he entered the joys of the Lord. When the
people heard of the death of this lay-brother they said:
“The saint is dead.” The corpse was solemnly carried
to the church of the Redemptorists. St. Alphonsus,
who was then at Iliceto, offered up the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass for him, and was so grieved at the" loss of
the holy brother, that he burst into tears several times
during the obsequies. People vied with one another
for the possession of the things that had been used
by Vitus, as if the were holy relics. Monsignor Amato, -
at that time Vicar General of Conza and afterwards
" bishop of Lacedogna, had entertained so high an es-
teem for the deceased, that after the lapse of a few
years he obtained permission to keep the skull of the
saintly brother which he placed on his desk; it was
the.subject of his daily meditations. After the death
of the bishop, this venerable relic was restored to the
house of the Redemptorists.?

Thus had the servant of God very distinguished
models on whom he might adapt himself to realize his
ideal of perfection. Besides these favorable circum-
stances, the young novice enjoyed the privilege of being
guided by the eminently spiritual director, Father
Cafaro.

Father Paul Cafaro, who was born on the 5th of July,
1707, at Cafari, spent his childhood and youth in in-
nocence, and entered the ministry of which he became
a bright ornament at an early age. It was his custom
daily to devote two hours to prayer before the taber-

1 Among the works of St. Alphonsus there is also to be
found a sketch of the life of the saintly Brother Curzxo



88 THE LAY-BROTHER.

nacle. He was quite familiar with all kinds of penances;
he often fasted on bread and water, wore a hair shirt,
and chastised his body not only with ordinary scour-
ges, but sometimes with a bundle of sharp thorns. In
his twenty-eighth year, by order of his bishop, he was
obliged to take charge of a parish for five years. He
labored among his people so zealously and conscien-
tiously that he was called by his colleagues: “Sollici-
tudo omnium ecclesiarum” “The watchful guardian of
all the churches.” In consequence of scrupulosity,
he resigned his benefice, and soon afterwards entered
the Congregation of St. Alphonsus. Here he made
rapid progress in all the virtues. While he was inde-
fatigable in laboring for the salvation of souls, he found
time to hold intercourse with God in secret prayer; and
if in former years he spent two hours of the evening in
its exercise, he now devoted himself to it every day
during seven or eight hours. The will of God was
everything to him, so that St. Alphonsus could testify
of him: “The only passion of Father Paul was, to ful-
fil the will of God.” Towards the end of his life God
tried him, as He only tries great saints. He encounter-
ed those spiritual nights, those sufferings, those interior
trials of which even the experienced can scarcely give
a discription, so great is the woe that accompanies
them. St. Alphonsus, who was well informed of the
suffering condition of Father Cafaro, but was prevented
by the secrecy with which he was bound, from disclos-
ing its nature, says, that if he were permitted to reveal
it, a description of it would move the very stones. This
terrible martyrdom continued during the last six years
of his life; and when Gerard intrusted the direction of
his soul to him, he had already entered upon his trial.
St. Alphonsus regarded Father Cafaro as a prop of the
Congregation, always asked his advice, and was govern-
ed by his direction in the affairs of his own conscience.
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‘When Father Cafaro became seriously ill, and danger
of death became apparent, the holy Founder did all in
his power to prolong his life. He not only prayed him-
self, but had prayers offered up in all the houses of the
Congregation. Especially did he apply for this pur-
pose to other convents, including several convents of
nuns. But God had ordained otherwise. On the 13th.
of August, 1753, Father Cafaro, who had lived the life
of a saint, died the death of a saint at Caposele. In
the course of this biography we will again refer to his
death which was a heavy blow for St. Alphonsus. The
saint humbly submitted to Giod’s decree and sought
comfort by writing a beautiful hymn on the conformity
of our will to the will of God. He afterwards wrote
the life of this holy priest. )

This was the man to whom Gerard instrusted the
care of his soul, when he began to put into practice
the resolution of becoming a holy lay-brother. As re-
gards the direction of his soul it was very severe, A
biographer assures us, Father Cafaro kept the servant
of God, “sub virga ferrea” (under the iron rod), and all
his care was aimed at the total suppression of natural
inclination and of self-will. He never wished that
Gerard should flatter his nature in any way, and also took
measures that he should never want for humiliations,
He gave his full consent to the mortifications to
which Gerard had accustomed himself and even urged
him to practise them; yet everything that Gerard did
was to be subjected to his judgment and approbation.
Father Cafaro exercised such severity, not to discour-
age or inflict pain upon so noble a soul as Gerard’s,
but only to keep him in humility and obedience, to
establish these virtues firmly, and to secure them
against the attacks of the devil. His austere manner
of directing corresponded with the wishes of the ser-
vant of God, who treated himself with equal severity.
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‘When he made his first spiritual retreat at Iliceto he
wrote the following impressive admonition which he
believed necessary for himself. “Posuit me Deus in
paradiso voluptatis,” (God has placed me in the garden
of delights.) “Consider it well Gerard, that the Lord
has taken you out of the world and placed you in the
paradise of the Congregation, there to labor, to keep
the commandments and to practise the evangelical
counsels contained in your rule. If you were to neglect
this you would be most unhappy; the punishment
thereof would be (which God may avert) the abandon-
ment of the Congregation.”

The servant of God carried out this resolution with-
out delay. His diligence and love of work were not a
whim, or of short duration, his fervor was never dimin-
ished. Gerard was always an able and industrious
workman ; it was said.that he did more than any other
brother; even that he could do the work of four men.
During the first period of his stay in the convent he
was occupied in the garden. This kind of work was
quite new to him, and therefore very difficult. "He was
lively and cheerful however, and handled the spade
and the rake as if he had been accustomed to such
work all his life. He was so successful that he finish-
ed the task allotted him in a shorter time than any of
the other brothers at work with him. When the soil
had to be dug up and the ground laid out, Gerard al-
ways completed his share of work before his compan-
ions; he then hastened to assist them saying: “Let me
do that, for I am the youngest.” When he could not
help others during the leisure moments at his disposal,
he found occupation elsewhere; he repaired parts of
the wall that were damaged, collected building materi-
als, or made himself useful in some other way.

The work in the garden proved too difficult for the
young man. One day Father Cafaro accidentally look-
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ed into the garden, and noticed that the good novice
was working with a fervor that was actually wearing
him out, and that he did not take his failing strength
into consideration. He called him immediately and
told him that he should discontinue working in the
garden, and that another kind of work would be assign-
ed to him.

As soon as he had finished his first novitiate, whlch
covered a period of six months, the office of sacristan
was entrusted to Gerard, early in the summer of 1750.
This change pleased him very much. To work in the
church, — to him the dearest spot on earth, — he con-
sidered an honor and a pleasure. We may therefore
imagine with what care he exercised the duties of this
office. He did his work in so perfect a manner that
the little church of “Our Lady of Consolation” never
had a better sacristan; and even after the lapse of fifty
years the people at Iliceto spoke with admiration of
the holy and conscientious brother. Never had the
church been so clean, never had the altar been so beau-
tifully and tastefully decorated as when he had charge
ofit. The poverty of the house did not prevent him
from doing all this; his piety was fertile in expedients,
‘and he well understood how to arrange the few articles
at his disposal in such a manner that all who visited the
church were charmed and edified. “All our old Fathers,”
says Father Camillus Ripoli, in the process of the beati-
fication, “related to me that the saintly brother was an
. accomplished sacristan. He knew how to decorate the -
church with so much taste; he kept it so exquisitely
neat and clean, that since his time they have never
found his equal.”

Besides the office of sacristan, Gerard had also to -
make and mend clothes for the community. In this
new duty he also showed himself exemplary in every
respect. He sought to provide for the wants of all in
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every particular; for his lively faith saw our Lord in
the brethren whom he had to clothe; and, with the
eyes of faith, he perceived that in his occupation a
service rendered to them was at the same time a service
rendered to Jesus Christ Himself.

The zealous lay-brother was accordingly constantly
occupied with the duties of his office. There was
occasionally a little free time which he did not dare to
devote to recreation, but which he employed, when
necessary, in assisting the other brothers. It was a
principle with him to render aid wherever aid was re-
quired, and not to permit any one to ask him to offer
it. One of his resolutions, afterwards recorded, and
which even then had become his rule of conduct, was
the following-: “Whenever I see a Father or brother in
need of assistance I will lay aside everything to help
him, if obedience does not prevent me from doing so.”
Hence, when he was not engaged in the church or in
his workshop, he was seen helping the cook, the brother .
who had charge of the refectory, and sometimes the
brother who held the office of porter, each according
to the best of his ability. As the brother who baked
the bread for the house had to exert himself very much
at his work, Gerard would come to his assistance as
often as he was free, and show himself most assiduous.
“Let me do something,” he would say to the brother,
“I am younger; go now and rest yourself.” _

While anxious to assist others he was extremely
careful not to violate charity, and the desire to render
service was removed from the arrogance and false zeal
of those who pretend to know everything better than
others, who are always intruding and meddling with
~ the business of others. In regard to this matter he -
made the following rule: “I will never meddle with
other peoples’ concerns; I will never attempt to say,
‘I do not like that,” ‘That is not done properly,” or the
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like.” In his anxiety not to molest any omne, or to
tempt others to impatience, he went so far as to lay
down for himself the following resolutions: “When, in
company with others, I am sent to discharge any duty,
however mean or lowly it may be, such as sweeping, etc.,
I will never take precedence, or make use of the best
tools; but I will give up my own comfort in all things.”

This modest and unpretentious behavior of so able
a lay-brother as Gerard was not affected; it was not
that smooth, false, and abject cringing which we often
find among persons who serve to gain, or to please
others. What appeared in his exterior, lay deeply
rooted in his interior.

True humility was a characteristic of Gerard: butin
his new state of life he practised it in such a high de-
gree that we can say “he no longer possesses it, but
he was possessed by it.” His brethren gave him the
name: “Il simbolo dell’ umilta” (the image of humility),
a title truly deserved. As all those who at that time
enjoyed his society unanimously testify, his conduct,
bearing, language and all his actions bore the impress
of unfeigned humility. Though he usually said noth-
ing concerning himself, a brother who was very inti-
mate with him found means of extorting from him what
opinion he had of himself and thus became, as he says,
a witness of the skill with which “Gerard would exhaust
the dictionary of terms, of contempt and depreciation.”
He called himself the worst and last brother, a miser-
able wretch, a dreadful sinner, a mere nothing.? All
the good that he possessed he ascribed solely to the

1) If the saints call themselves “great, or very great sinners,”
we should not regard this mode of speaking either as untrue
or as exaggerated. From their point of view — that of the
liveliest faith and deepest humility — they could indeed speak
thus, It is true that if in doing this they had a really exist-

ing state of sin in view, that way of speaking would be inad-
missible and untrue. But who could believe that the saints
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exceeding great goodness and mercy of God. He be-
lieved himself unworthy to appear before God, and at
prayer he was often seized with consternation, fear
and confusion. Even hell, he thought was to good a
place for him. “I find myself,” he once wrote, “full of
sin; pray to God that He may pardon me. All are
converted, I alone remain hardened. I beseech you to
perform some act of penance for me, that God may
have mercy on me and receive me again into His favor.”
On another occasion he thus expressed himself to an
intimate friend: “Alas! I am no longer a human being,
for I permit myself to be overcome by my passions and
evil inclinations.” ’

In view of these sentiments of humility, which reign-
ed in the heart of the servant of God, we can easily
imagine the discomfort he felt when any one praised

intend by the expression “great sinner” to point to a really
sinful state of the soul? If they call themselves sinners, they
have not before their eyes the sinful act, but the tendency to
sin, that continually existing frailty of the human soul in the
present state of probation; that possibility of falling into sin,
which is prevented only by the grace of God. This tendency
they have before their eyes, and because their eyes are puri-
fied by deep humility, sharpened by heroic faith, they behold it
as a yawning. infinitely deep abyss. They see that they are
capable of falling into an infinite number of sins, of becoming
addicted to endless malice, ard in all this they see only: per-
fect truth. From this point of view they then rightly eall
themselves “sinners,” namely. beings who in themselves and
in consequence of their weakness can produce only what is
bad, and who would without God’s grace plunge themselves
from one sin into another. They call themselves “sinners”
in the same manner as one calls every creature a nothing.
For as it is nothing, not in reality, but only so fagas it does
not carry in itself the cause of being, and conse&ﬂ’ently can
sink into nothingness whence it was taken, and from which
only God’s omnipotence separates it, so also are saints “sin-
ners” not in realty, but so far as they have not in themselves
the cause of sanctity, and consequently can sink into sins
whence God’s grace has drawn them, and from which it alone
separates them.
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his virtue, or spoke of his extraordinary gifts. Such
language appeared to him sinful and as it were blas-
phemous; accordingly, he quickly put an end to it
whenever it was in his power to do so. He rejoiced
when he was insulted; and whenever he was called a fool
or a block-head he was pleased to listen to this abuse as
if it were delicious music. He.used to say that he was
undeserving the bread which was given him, and that he
was imposing on the Community, He was delighted
when permission was granted him to eat the fragments
left after meals, and said, “it was proper that he should
take his meals on his knees among the lowliest.” When
slighted and treated as a beggar, or employed to do
menial and most despicable work, he was much pleas-
ed, and never exhibited the least sign of annoyance.
On the contrary, he eagerly sought to engage in those
employments for which others had an aversion, and
which afforded no occasion for the display of vanity.

The humiliations to which he was frequently subject-
ed by his superiors, either to chide a mistake or a fault,
or to try him, he submitted with that happy tranquility
which proceeds only from the conviction that they are
déserved. He did not exonerate himself, even when
he could easily have done so. It was his opinion that,
strictly speaking, no person should speak of humiliat-
ions, as nothing can prove a humiliation for a creature.
“Man,” he said, “is a worm, a mere nothing, if God
does no”ern and protect him by his power and
providente. Therefore he should not say: ‘I humble
myself,’ foy whoever speaks in this manner believes
that he is¥omething. Jesus Christ alone could say
that He was humbled; for though He was the infinite
God, He became man; and thongh He was the Lord,
He made Himself a servant.”

The servant of God did not show himself less perfect
in obedience than in humility.. Later on, the good
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brother was called a “saint of obedience.” During his
novitiate and while at Iliceto, he distinguished himself
in a most heroic degree, by his obedience. Gerard paid
the most childlike obedience to all points of the Rules of
the Institute. He valued them so highly that he was
not satisfied to read and reflect on them often, but he
applied himself to the task of committing them to
memory. Owing to his diligence he succeeded so well,

that he knew them by heart, not only as to their mean-
ing, but word for word. “If the Rules should be lost,”
said one of his brethren, “Brother Gerard could easily
restore them, and not an iota would be wanting; he
knows them so well.” By this exact observance of the
holy Rules, he proved how highly he esteemed them.
In this he was a model for all, and was regarded by
everyone as a mirror of regular observance. He was
8o exact and scrupulous in keeping the Rules, that
when sometimes he was not able to perform certain
exercises prescribed during the day, he employed the
night to supply the loss, though he was not obliged to
do so. Even in trifling points he adhered strictly to
what the Rules commanded, and did not dare transgress
them. He believed that a little fault is followed by a
great fault, the first by a second and a third, etc.,
“Give me, O Lord, the courage faithfully to observe
Thy holy law! O, if it were my misfortune to deviate
from it the slightest I should very soon remove far from
it; for Thou permittest those who despise that which
is little to fall into that which is greater.” In speak-
ing of faults against the Rule he once gave expression
to the following: “Dear brethren! let us fulfil every-
thing, even what is most insignificant with solicitous
exactness, if we do not wish to fall into great sins;
God permits this in order to punish us.” On another
occasion he said: “If we are careless in committing
little faults, God may punish us, by allowing us to fall
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into great sins. David, who was a man according to
God’s heart, is a proof of this.”

Faithfully obedient as Gerard was to the holy Rules,
he was not less faithful in obeying the commands of
_ his Superiors, because he recognized in both the mani-

fest will of God.

“My God! for the love of Thee I will obey my Super-
iors, and I will obey them as if Thou wert speaking to
me. I will so abandon all self-will, that I will act as
if my judgment and will were to be found only in the
judgment and will of him who commands me.”. He
also said: “Obedience toward my Superior must be
my guide to Paradise. The will of my divine Master,
and the will of my Superior, are to me one and the same
thing.” -

Sustained by these exa.lted sentiments in reference
to holy obedience, he surrendered himself peifectly to
the direction of his Superiors, and wished to do the
most trifling things from a motive of obedience. “Ah!”
he said, “why should we loose the merit of obedience
for such a trifle!” -It was therefore an easy matter for
him to acquiesce with docility to the wishes of the
Supenor a nod, a gesture, a look sufficed. “In.g cer-
tain ‘way,” says the biographer, Father Tannojay; ‘“‘he
worshipped the thoughts of his Supenors " Gerard’s
Superiors had to bo very cautious in giying oiders;
they were obliged to use very definite and plain terms,
if they did not wish him to perform things which indeed
corresponded to the literal meaning of the commands,
but were in accordance with their wishes. The force of
the inclination to obey, completely repressed the inclira-
tion to reflect on the signification of the command; nay
more, it did not even permit him to examine into the
meaning of the words.? It seemed to him that. Jesus

. DThis manner of practising obedience, which we meet in
many holy privileged souls, is to be.admired, but - should .by

——



98 THE LAY-BROTHER.

Christ stood before him and gave him the commands
in person; so that there was nothing on his part left
to be done except the accomplishment of what the
words of the order conveyed. He never doubted that
the command was right, proper and feasible. Gerard,
therefore, obeyed all the commands of the Superiors
with the most astonishing simplicity.

‘When, one day, Father Cafaro told him that he
-should make his manifestation of conscience to another
‘lay-brother, Gerard did so immediately, without repug-
‘nance, and performed the duty with as much exactness

as if the brother were his director, and knew his in-
terior. V :

More than once, God acknowledged this great simpli-
city in a very wonderful way, to show that he was pleas-
ed with the exactness of Gerard’s obedience. On one
occasion he received from the Superior, Father Cafaro,
the positive order that as soon as the bell would ring

no means be imitated. * It is the fruit of an exceedingly ar-
dent, living faith, of perfect self-denial, and we might say, of
an ecstatic joy in doing the divine will as manifested in the will
of the Superior. What these souls omit unconsciously under
the pressure of the Holy Spirit, namely, the reflection about
the value and the meaning of the words spoken by the Super-
-ior, we are not allowed to give up knowingly and voluntarily.
To him whom a higher power, an impulse of the Holy Ghost,
does not prevent from rightly fulfiling the duty of obedience,
this reflection is just as necessary as readiness, exactness,
promptness in executing the order that has been given. For
obedience does not require that we should perform what the
words of the Superior express in their literal meaning, but
that we should act according to his will, of which those words
are the signs, and that we consequently should examine in
which sense he employed those words. This examination
is not in the least opposed to the blindness which is demand-
ed of religious obedience; for this blindness does not at all
consist in this, that we omit to inquire into the meaning of
the order received, but solely in this, that in regard to the
motives or intentions of the Superior we pass no judgment,
but simply obey orders, for the reason that they are given by
the Superiors, who take the place of God. -
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he should leave every thing and immediately hasten to
the door. Soon after he had received the command,
he had occasion to go down into the cellar to draw
some wine. While standing before the cask and re-
ceiving wine into a vessel the door-bell rang. Instant-
ly without taking time to close the faucet, he hurried
away with the half-filled vessel. When he reached
the door he was met by Father Rector, who reprimand-
-ed him for going about with the vessel in his hand,
and asked him why he did so. “Your Reverence,”
Gerard answered, “told me to discontinue my work and
-answer the call of the door-bell without delay, I heard
the bell ring when I was getting wine from the cask;
this is the reason why I have come here in this condi-
tion.” “Oh! you are an awkward man,” said Father
Cafaro, with a gesture of disapproval — “go, and creep
into the oven!” (Va t'inforna!) This jocose express-
ion, which Father Cafaro liked to use to give vent to
his displeasure in regard to the conduct of others and
which -was used by way of mere exclamation was litex-
ally accepted by Gerard, and he actually crept into
the oven. A short time afterwards the baker came to
light a fire in it, and was astonished to find the servant
-of God in it as immovable as a log of wood. He could
not, of course, understand' why Brother Gerard had
-selected this strange place for a hermitage, and he
wished to persuade him to come out of it. But Gerard
‘would not do so, and said that he was there by the com-
mand of the Superior, and only at his command could
he leave the place. The baker then hastened to the
Superior and informed him of his discovery; he stated
that Gerard was in the oven and would not come out,
because he was there in obedience. “O my God!”
cried Father Cafaro, when he heard this, remembering
his words; “with this brother one must weigh every .
word, for he obeys blindly. “But,” said he, turning te.
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the baker, recalling the circumstance of Gerard’s com-
ing from the cellar, with the half-filled vessel, ‘“go
quickly into the cellar; I told him that he must leave
every thing at the first sound of the bell; it is possible
that he did not even turn the crank of the cask.” The
brother hurried to the cellar before he called Gerard
from his place of concealment. It was really so; the
faucet had not been closed; but, wonderful to. relate,
not a drop of wine had run out of the cask. Greatly
astonished, he related what he had seen to Father
Cafaro. The latter struck his forehead as if in self-
reproach, and raising his eyes to heaven he said with
emotion: “God is dealing with this brother in a singu-
lar manner! We must let him act according to the
spirit that is leading him.”

Many similar incidents of blind obedience occurred
during Gerard’s stay at Iliceto. We shall relate one
more. One day he received the order to go to Ascoli,
a little town near Iliceto, to attend to some business.
He was told to set out “immediately.” He started on
his journey without exchanging the large house-shoes
which the brothers were accustomed to wear in the
house at that time. No doubt, brothers of the convent
of “Mary of Consolation” had often been seen in the
public square of Ascoli, but none of them wore such
shoes. A crowd of merry lads gathered around him
laughing and jeering at Gerard’s shoes. Though the
merriment was at his own expense the pious religious
was much amused.

The servant of God at one time found an excellent
opportunity to prove the purity and sublimity of the
motives which influenced him in the exercise of obedi-
ence. This happened towards the end of his first novi~
tiate, in:April, 1750, Father Cafaro was absent on a
. niisgion in Melfi, which. St.. Alphonsus was invited to
give by the bishop, Monsignor Basta; and as all: the
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elder Fathers of the house took part in the mission,
the care of the house was confided to a younger Father,
named Matthew Criscuoli. Father Criscuoli was of a
melancholy temperament, given to extravagant ideas,
and capricious in the highest degree. A few years
afterwards (1754) he was obliged to leave the Congre-
gation, because he did not wish to exert himself to
correct his faults. No one was less competent than
Criscuoli to direct even so small a community, as was
afterwards clearly proved. Previously, however, one
would not have believed this, and Father Cafaro, who
appointed him to substitute him for a few weeks, did
not suspect that he was unfit for such an office. Per-
haps God permitted this error on the part of Father
Cafaro; in order to bring to light the virtues of Brother
Gerard. The perverseness of Father Criscuoli, his
fickleness, his bitterness and his measureless humilia-
tions proved keen suffering for the - whole Community.
Precedence in all this was given to the saintly servant
of God, who became the butt of his daily reproofs and
accusations; he never had a kind word for him. The poor
brother could not stir without exciting the anger of the
ill-tempered Father. The corrections that he received
never came to an end; penances were heaped upon
penances, and nearly every day Gerard was forced to
take his meals on his knees. Besides fasting on bread
and water, the good brother was obliged to make fifty
or sixty crosses with his tongue on the floor. This
penance lasted for a whole month, and ended only
when his tongue became so lacerated that he stain-
ed the floor with blood. All this would not have been
painful to the servant of God, who was accustom-
ed to the practice of the most rigid penance; but Father
Criscuoli in his unreasonable zeal presumed to forbid
him Holy Communion; and this was incomparably
more bitter than if he had suffered hunger and thirst
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for days, and had been subjected to the most outrageous
treatment. Gerard, however, was so calm and resign-
ed that his brethren were not only astonished, but filled
with the greatest reverence towards him. Father
Tannoja, who was at this time a student at Iliceto and
a witness of all this declared: “Either this brother is
a fool, who does not understand the humiliations to
which he is uselessly subjected, or he is a saint, who
has arrived at an eminent degree of the love of God.”
The latter was indeed the case. It was the advanced
sanctity of the holy brother and his great love for God
which made these humiliations easy and supportable.
It was his lively faith that strenghtened him not to
view things wrongfully and not to fail to see in the un-
worthy instrument the hand of God his Master Who
used it.




. CHAPTER VII.
TeE CELESTIAL LIFE OF THE NOVICE.

What mainly distinguishes the lay-brother of the
convent from the ordinary workman in the world is, as
has already been remarked, the facility to bring into an
easy, sweet, and harmonious union, manual labor and
prayer, so that prayer, as it were, penetrates and puri-
fies the work, and mingles with it good intentions, fre-
quent ejaculatory prayers, as also the spirit of devotion,
of reverence for God, and of longing for sacrifice.

Brother Gerard had pretty well acquired this facility
while yet in the world. This was perfected in the
novitiate. As to his external occupation, he attained
the highest eminence in the art of leading an interior
life.

“With Gerard,” says Father Tannoja, “labor was not
separated from the spirit of prayer. Though he work-
ed hard during the day, he retired to the church at
night, and shed an abundance of tears before the Bles-
sed Sacrament. The practices of piety prescribed by
the Rule did not satisfy his heart; he therefore applied
himself to interior prayer with such zeal and persever-
ance, that in the morning he was often on the very
spot where he had been seen the evening before. Pray-
er was everything to him, and however distracting the
labors which he had to perform, he walked in the pres-
ence of God. He was always profoundly recollected,
his ejaculatory prayers were frequent, and the words
‘Jesus and Mary’ were ever in his heart and on his
lips. At times he was so absorbed in God that
he would suddenly cease to work, as if he had forgot-
ten it.”

The servant of God was imbued with the spirit of
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recollectedness to such an extent that Father de Ruber-
tis thought himself justified in asserting that Gerard had
attained, in a high degree, the practice of cgnstant and
uninterrupted comimunion with God.* Moreover, from
Father Giovenale, who lived with him at that time
-at Iliceto, we have pleserved a sta,tement which con-
-firms this assertion. :

“I remember,” -says Father Glovenale “that one da.y
in Chapter, Father Cafaro commandéd him not to think
-continually of God. But what could he do? God drew
him with an irresistible power. ‘And yet he did not
wish . to disobey. He would then walk through the
corridors of the house, sighing ‘O my God! I do not
want You now; I do not want You!”

.Sometiines the contemplation of God threw him into
an ecstasy and deprived him of thé use. of his senses.

- Gradually, the soul of the servant of God became so
susceptible of divine love, that often a picture, a sound,
a pious word, were sufficient to snatch him from the
external world, and to throw him into an ecstasy. Thus
he was once going down stairs to take some gentlemen
who were making their retreat in our. house to..the
dining-room, when he accidentally glanced at a picture
‘of the Immaculate Conception, hanging on the wall
opposite the stair-case, when he fell into an ecstasy
which lasted a considerable time, to. the gleat astonish-

-ment of those who were present. : .

‘On another occasion he was appointed to serve at
table while several young men were making.a retreat,
previous to their ordination. In this room there was
a picture of the Ecce Homo hanging on the wall. While
Gerard was performing his work, a glance on the pic-
ture was sufficient to rouse his love of God, and he
fell into an ecstasy. His eyes were rigidly and immov-
ably fixed on the picture, his arms were outstretched,
his whole body motionless. In one hand he held a
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napkin, in the other a fork. In this condition he was
found by a lay-brother. When the latter.saw that
Gerard had not yet finished his work, and there was
very little time left, he wished to awake him from his
ecstasy, and called him by name. But Gerard heard
nothing. The brother then raised his voice, yet Ger-
ard did not move. Father Cafaro had to be called.
The latter then seized him by the arm, and command-
ed him to revive." Gerard regained consciousness im-
mediately. Father Cafaro, however, in order to humble’
him gave him a sharp reprimand, which the servant of
God received with his usual calmness and resignation.

While engaged in very ordinary occupations, which
afforded no occasion for any special emotion of the
heart — for instance, when he was taking his meals —
such a plentitude of sublime thoughts and sentiments’
often surprised him that he could not resist them.
The Fathers Giovenale and Cayone, as also Brother
Rendina, testify that at table Gerard frequently burst’
into tears, and whether he was thinking of the goodness
of God Who furnished him with food, or that some
other holy thought suddenly and powerfully took pos--
session of his mind, he was not far from falling into an .
ecstasy. He raised his eyes to heaven, and his whole
demeanor betrayed an expression of the deepest de-
votion and astonishment. The secret of his extraor-
dinary interior recollectedness was his intimate union”
with the will of God. He did not aspire to ecstasies
and spiritual consolations, but rather to accomplish
the will of God in all things as perfectly as possible,

“I wish,” he said, “to love God, I wish always to be
with God, and to do every thing for the love of God.”

“The centre of all love for God,” he however said,
“consists in giving ourselves entirely to God by being
in all things conformable to the divine will, and re-
maining in this conformity for all eternity.”
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“Q will of God!” he once cried out, “O will of God!
how happy is he who understands how to wish nothing
else than what God wishes!”

To obtain a higher degree of love for the adorable
will of God, he united all his meditations, devotions,
penances, and pious exercises with the great mysteries
in which God manifests His love. It afforded him a
delightful opportunity of living as it were the life of
the Church, in her annual celebrations of these mys-
teries.

. It was above all the Mystery of the Redemption by
which he sought to enkindle the fire of his devotion,
and from which he eagerly drew interior vigor. The
Crucified was the favorite subject of his meditations;
to hear any one speak of the sufferings of Christ, or to
see a picture of Him, was sufficient to throw him into
an ecstasy; and during the time in which the Church
reminds the faithful of this great mystery, he entered
into the meditation of it in such a manner that he him-
self seemed to suffer with our Saviour. He seemed
on these occasions, especially in Holy Week, like a man
in his agony, and about to breathe his last. Again,
when the church was celebrating the closing of our
Lord’s tomb, it appeared as if he were no longer among
the living, but that he was buried with our Lord.
“Alas!” he was heard to say; “Jesus Christ died for
me, and I do not die for Him.”

But the Passion of our Lord had moved Gerard
while yet in the world, not only to sympathy, but to
endeavor as far as possible to show it ih himself, by
becoming also exteriorly like our divine Saviour. It
was a yet stronger factor in his religious career.

“Christ crucified,” says Father Tannoja, ‘“was a book,
from which he constantly read; the more he read in it,
the more it appeared to him necessary that he should
torture his own body.”
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In fact he believed that a love for our Lord could
not be acquired without mortification of the body.
“The love of God” he used to say, “cannot enter a soul
if the body is too well treated.” (se il cannarone &
ripieno.) He therefore treated it, we might say, not
unlike the manner in which the executioners treated
our Lord. 'We will simply make mention of the fast-
ing on bread and water, of the practice of rendering
his food and drink distasteful by means of wormwood
and aloes; of the hair cloth which he wore; of the
little iron chains which he used to fasten around his
limbs. We do not wish to speak at length of the
scourgings which he now undertook not less unmerci-
fully than in former days, and for which he often used
the most frightful instruments, such as hard knotted

cords or scourges furnished with twelve sharp-edged -

iron stars, which he used in such a way that the place
where he performed this penance was bespattered with
blood. 'We shall speak of one torture only which the
saintly brother inflicted upon himself by way of imita-
tating the sufferings of our Lord, which is unexampled.
Had we not authentic testimony concerning the matter
we should regard it as incredible, and should pass it
over in silence.

The reader will remember the grotto situated at the
foot of the hill on which the convent stood, and in
which Blessed Felix of Corsano had devoted himself
to contemplation and penance. This grotto had become
a favorite resort for Gerard; here he meditated and
prayed in solitude and quiet. Inflamed with the desire
to become like our suffering Redeemer, he wished to
inflict sufferings in which he might approach as near
as possible the tortures of the scourging, the crowning
with thorns, and the crucifixion. In order to accom-
plish this, he induced a young man of Lacedogna,
Andrew Longarelli, a Postulant of the house, to take the
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place of the cruel executioners who ill-treated our Leord,
‘and to do from a motive of love what they did through
hatred. Longarelli knew the extraordinary piety and
the spirit of penance of Brother Gerard to bear the
most intense sufferings with patience; and he also
knew that the servant of God never practised penances
‘without the permission of his spiritual director. He
therefore yielded to his earnest entreaties, and assisted
him in the performance of bodily affliction.
~ When Gerard wished to begin his meditation on the
sufferings of Christ, he went with Longarelli into the
grotto of Blessed Felix, Here the Postulant had first
of all to tie Glerard’s fettered hands to a beam, which
was to represent the pillar of scourging, and then he
had to strike him with wet cords until the blood trick-
_led to the ground from his shoulders. After the scourg-
"ing' followed the crowning with thorns. A bundle of
thorns reminded him of the crowning of our Lord with
thorns. Gerard relentlessly pressed it on his head,
and his companion had to strike it with a cane.
Gerard, however, was not yet satisfied. One day he
wished to represent in his person, as far as was pos-
sible, the crucifixion. For this purpose he succeeded
in procuring one of those large wooden crosses which
the missionaries were accustomed to use in the erect-
ion of Calvaries, and took it to the grotto. Longarelli
-had to fasten him to it with ropes; and as he had read
that when our Lord was nailed to the cross His limbs
had to be forcibly drawn to their places, he also re-
quested that his companion should violently pull and
stretch his hands and feet. The pain which he suffer-
ed must have been great, but for this diciple of the
Crucified, ever thirsting for suffering, it was not intol-
erable. He then ordered that a crown of thorns should
be placed on his head; and thus the picture of the
Redeemer was completed.
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‘When, occasionally, Longarelli moved to greater
compassion, hesitated to scourge and bind him as cruel-
ly as he desired, or if he began to perform his task
with greater pity and indulgence, Gerard burst into
tears and begged and implored Longarelli to continue
the work of cha.rity which was so meritorious for him.,

The tortures in the grotto of Blessed Felix, lasted
during a considerable time, but were afterwards for-
bidden by Father Cafaro. From this time they ceased
until a new Superior came and Gerard found new rea-
son for repeating them, as we shall see later.?

“Gerard’s desire to participate in the suﬂ'ermgs of
Jesus Christ was not without reward,” as Father Tannoja
remarks. “It pleased the Crucified to favor him with
a grace which He bestowed upon but few of His ser-
vants, such as St. Francis of Assisi and St. Catharine of
Sienna : namely, of experiencing mystically the suffer-
ings endured by Jesus Christ in His Passion. For this
grace he had earnestly asked, and he received it, Al-
though he looked strong and well on other days, he
presented a changed appearance on Friday nights in
consequence of this grace; he seemed to be a man op-
pressed with pain, very sick, and a great sufferer; nay,

1) The awful tortures to which the servant of God submit-
ted, and the peculiarity of using the help of others in inflicting
them, may seem to many a reader excessive and eccentric,
That such a thing may be regarded as a general rule, we .can
easily admit. However, in order to form a correct judgement
of the permissability of those tortures in the case of the ser-
vant of God, we must consider that in passing judgment on
forms which. the saints have given to the practices of piety,
and especially of penance, we must act just as we do when
we pass judgment on the manners and customs of peoples.
As in regard to the latter we are never permitted to use our
own tastes, habits and inclinations as the rule for finding out
what is right or wrong, so we are not allowed to do so when
we are judging about those forms. Nat every thing.in the

maunners and ways of living that is suitable to one is suitable
to another, and even where there is often the same urgent
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he even seemed to be in the agonies of death, and he
often spat blood while in this state. But the interior
sufferings which he had to endure, and the desolation
of his spirit, were so great, that as he told his directors,
they were beyond description. But on Saturday night
he was quite himself again; the weakness vanished,
and Gerard was able to perform the usual duties of the.
house.” )

Besides the sublime mystery of the Redemption and
of the Passion of Our Lord, which the servant of God
made the subject of his meditations with special fond-
ness, there were also three other mysteries of religion
in which the thoughts and sentiments of his soul were
occupied, and on which he was anxious that his spirit-
ual life should depend. These were the mysteries of
the Incarnation, of the Blessed Sacrament, and God’s
masterpiece of power and grace, — the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Apart from the fact that the Child Jesus — the em-
bodiment of benevolence and loving condescension on
the part of the Most High — has always manifested
reason, there are developed, in consequence of different ten-
dencies of mind and heart, different manners and customs.
The same thing happens in the case of the unessential forms
of piety and penance which are, in their development, left to
the individual. With the greatest unity in fundamental things
there may be developed 1n this respect, owing to different
tendencies of mind and heart, a great diversity and even a
certain opposition, which causes one form to create a dislike
in the follower of another form. It would, however, be wrong
to be misled by the feeling of dislike into passing a conderana-
tory judgment about these different forms of piety and pen-
ance. Inpronouncing judgment in reference to the peculianties
of certain saints, we should moreover remember the saying of
St. Agustine: “Give me one that loves and he will understand
me.” Again, in regard to these penances of Gerard, we must.
remark that other saints were herein his models. To speak
of one more example: In the life of the missionary and spirit-
ual man, Father Paul Segneri, S. J., are related practices of
penance which are almost similar to those above described.
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the most fascinating attraction for holy souls, it was
this same Child that at an edrly day had visibly ap-
proached Gerard, and had led him into the extraordi-
nary path on which he was now walking. The remem-
brance of this benefit and grace was indelibly 1mpressed
upon him. Besides, the servant of God seemed sub-
sequently to have been found worthy of being frequent-
ly visited by the Holy Child. The latter was, however,
the object of his meditations and veneration, which he
needed not to select, because, having from the begin-
ning loved and cherished Him, he-kept Him always in
sight. In his religious life he availed himself to this
dear object with greater zeal, in order to inflame his
love, to strengthen his desire for sufferings, and to ac-
quire humility and simplicity of heart.

His biographer, Father Tannoja, and others who were

acquainted with him, narrate that his devotion to the
Divine Child afforded him inexpressible consolation.
The festival of Christmas filled him with holy joy, and
he took special delight in decorating the crib and the
church. The preparation of his soul for the graces of
the feast was however, the greatest object of his de-

sires. For this purpose he made a special novena,
during which he observed a strict fast, and allowed

himself very little sleep. Christmas-day he passed in
the church, rapt in prayer, or in his cell, engaged in

practices of penance. It was for him quite a heavenly -

night, and caused him to be as joyful as if he had heard
the Hymn of Peace sung by the angels.

The Most Blessed Sacrament had the same attraction
for the servant of God as the Crib; it had influenced
him not only since his entrance into the convent, but
he had long before felt its power. It now increased,
and considerably strenghtened its efficiency in our lay-
brother. His devotion became incomparably ardent
and tender. Perhaps in the convent he was not able
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to spend as much time before the altar as he was able
to do previous to his entrance into religion, yet he sup-
plied in fervor what he lacked in time. Before the altar
he seemed to be aflame. Sometimes when the Most
Blessed Sacrament was exposed for the adoration of the
faithful, he could not conceal his interior ardor; he lost
consciousness and was absorbed in an ecstasy of love
and joy. The timé during which the Church represents
to the faithful in a special manner this most adorable
mystery produced in him the most lively feelings. On
the feast of Corpus Christi and during its octave, Ger-
ard walked about in a frame of mind the counterpart of
that indescribable sadness which seemed to change him
into a dying person on Good Friday. A visit to the
Blessed Sacrament was one of his favorite practices.
He generally employed every spare moment for this
purpose. = The office of sacristan was therefore that
which particularly gratified him, since it gave him the
opportunity to be near the altar, where he could pay.
homage to Jesus in the tabernacle, while at work. He
also found free moments which he devoted to this holy
occupation of love. For this he generally used the
time which, according to the custom of the country, was
allowed to the Fathers and brothers for their mid-day
rest. Thus, while the others slept, he went to the church’
and prayed. He often did the same during the night.
“It was a touching spectacle,” says Father Tannoja,
“to see how Gerard struggled sometimes, in" conse-
quence of his love for Jesus Christ and his spirit of
obedience; the latter, however, always gained the
victory. Once when I was in the church unobserved
by him, I saw that while he was bending the knee at
the foot of the altar in order to leave the place, he was
struggling to rise. As he did not feel himself free to
do so, he cried out: ‘Let me go, I have something to
do.” He then hastily retired, as if he were tearing him-
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self away by main force from the Divine Presence.”

The love which the saintly brother entertained in his
own heart toward the mystery of the Blessed Eucharist,
he also endeavored to infuse into the hearts of those
whom he met. It grieved him to see the churches
empty and the public places thronged with people,
and he could not withstand his longing to induce and
lead to ‘our Lord as many as possible, to visit and
adore J esus in the Blessed Sacrament. In order to
effect this, he not only gave the good example himself,
but he also hiad recourse to gentle encouragement and
kind solicitation. Wherever he went, either at home
or abroa.d he sought to gain guards of honor for our
Lord in the Bleised Sacrament. “It was to his efforts,”
as Father Taunoja testifies, “that the inhabitants of
seveml districts are indebted for their present assiduity
m v181t1ng the Blessed Sacrament.”

Fma.lly, as regards his devotion to the Blessed Vir-
gin, he gave convincing proofs of its reality, ardor and
actlwty, at an early age. Wlile at Iliceto this devot-
ion became more fervent and universal.

‘The v1gﬂs of the feast of thé Blessed Mother he al-
wa.ys spent in church in prayer and meditation; also,
he was accustomed, like a true son of St. Alphonsus
to celebrate with specml prayers and all kinds of peni-
tential exercises, those days of the novenas held in her
honor.

“There were, however, three glories of the august Virgin
Mary toward which he was more affectionately ‘dispos-
ed, and which he always contemplated: the divine
Maternity, her dignity of Queen of Martyrs, and the
Immaculate Conception. This last mystery had not
then been solemnly declared a dogma of faith, but like
all those souls who had penetrated more deeply into
the life of the church, Gerard was always among the
defenders of this most noble prerogative of Mary, re-
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garding which he was of the same opinion as his breth-
ren of the priesthood who bound themselves by a vow
to defend it.

The office of sacristan afforded him the desired op-
portunity to show in various ways his love for Mary and

his zeal for her honor, — an opportunity which he ne-

ver failed to turn to account. In the same manner in
which he encouraged others to visit the Blessed Sacra-
ment, he led them to honor our Blessed Lady. . He
sought occasions to say a word about the devotion to
her, and to recommend the making of sacrifices in her
honor. He always had rosaries and scapulars on hand,
and distributed them wherever he hoped to enkindle or
to increase the devotion to Mary. When he was not
able to influence the minds of the people in favor of his
Queen, he at least decorated her altars with the same
care and happy skill with which, in later days, and in
his travels to different places, he understood how to ar-
range and direct so many brilliant and edifying proees-
sions, grand fireworks, the firing of guns and the like.

‘We cannot doubt that this zeal bore fruit, and gain-
ed not a few persons, who became very devout to the’

Blessed Virgin. Certain it is that his efforts did not

remain without a special reward. More than once, our

Blessed Lady expressed her benevolence toward her
faithful servant in an extraordinary manner, during his

stay at Iliceto. We have already mentioned that Ger-

ard fell into a long and sweet ecstasy while he was one
day looking at a picture of the Immaculate Conception;
we may reasonably suppose that-this was not the only
occasion on which he received so signal a favor.

The Reverend Fathers Giovenale, Petrella and Cayone
tell us that the servant of God once enjoyed the great

happiness of seeing the Mother of God, face to face.

While he was keeping his usual nightly vigil in the
church before her picture, she appeared to him in all
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her dazzling beauty, and assured him in a most tender
manner of her love and favor. More than once she
glorified his love and devotion to her in a striking man-
ner. A surprising incident of the kind is related by
Father Tannoja, who states the sources from which he
has drawn his information.

One day Gerard was returning home accompanied
by two young peasants, when he came to a church
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin which was situated
near the road. Gerard made use of the opportunity
to speak of the glories of his august Queen. He began
therefore to speak of the Blessed Virgin, and was ere
long overcome by an exuberant emotion. This joyous-
ness increased to such an extent that he appeared
transformed. Suddenly he seized a piece of paper, and
having written a few words upon it, he threw it into
the air as if he wished to send a letter from this world
to his heavenly Queen. The love, the joy of his soul
overcame the law of gravitation in a wonderful manner;
he leaped high into the air, and hurried forward, to
the great astonishment of his companions, who were
able to follow him only with their eyes. Not till the
servant of God had passed over the distance of about
half a mile in his ecstatic flight did the marvelous
power which had raised him abate, and Gerard again
approached. This event contributed much to make
him known in the whole district, and to earn for him
the reputation of being a great saint; for both the
young men who were witnesses of the miracle spoke of
it wherever they went.

This ecstatic flight seems, however, to have awaken-
ed in the servant of God all other marvelous powers.
Having reached the door of the convent he found a
young man of wretched appearance sitting there. The
poor sick man was afflicted with a dreadful cancer in
the leg, which seemed to be incurable. Having heard
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of Gerard’s great sanctity, he resolved to have recourse
to the servant of God. Owing to his earnest entreaties
his parents had, with great difficulty, carried him to
the door of the convent; as Gerard was not at home,
the afflicted man remained there awaiting his return.
The patient’s pitiable condition induced Gerard to ask
him what was the matter. The suffering petitioner
told him of his suffering and trials: he had always
been very poor, but now since God had afflicted him
with this ailment he was condemned to beg his bread.
Gerard embraced the deeply distressed man, and ask-
ed to see the diseased leg. He lbosened the banda,ge
himself and found that the limb was eaten away by
a horrible, cancerous ulcer. He then stooped a.nd
applying his lips to the ulcer, heroically supplessmg
all natural disgust, he sucked the nauseous matter
from the Wound “Trust in God, my dear brothel
he said; “your wound will heal.” Then he carefuIly
bandaged the leg. At the same moment the young
man felt freed from all pain. His joyful surprise
at the happy change was so great that with_tears of
gratitude he cast himself at the feet of his benefactm
He called him a saint, — an angel of God. Gera,ld ex-
horted him to practice virtue, gave him an alms and
dismissed him. The next morning, when the )oung
man removed the bandage from the leg, he really found
what Gerard had foretold, — the wound quite closed
and healed. It was a source of unbounded joy and
heartfelt gratitude. The young man who had been
cured also began to proclaim Gerard’s praises, and to
demonstrate his sanctity and power, as seen inthe
miracles of his benefactor. B

The previously mentioned case of ecstatic flight was
not the only one of the kind during Gerard’s stay at
Iliceto. A certain person named Magdalena de Flum-
eri narrates an occurrence not less wonderful, of which
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her aunt Rosaria Bertucci, was an eye-witness. It is
recorded in the acts of the process of beatification.
Magdalena narrates as follows: ‘“Rosaria,” she said,
had led a pious life from her youth, and often visited
the church of ‘Mary of Consolation’ for the purpose of
going to confession. Now it happened that on one of
those occasions, she met the great friend of God, — who
was returning from Iliceto. He was well acquainted
with her, and asked her to carry a garment (capotto)
‘with which he entrusted her, to the house of the Fa-
thers. Then, through modesty, he walked a little in ad-
vance of her, until he came to a chapel which he enter-
ed. When he again left her he was raised into the air
with outstretched arms, and thus was carried for about
a mile, from the chapel to the church of ‘Mary of Con-
solation” My aunt who was a witness of this miracle,
Btood there transfixed and amazed, observing this won-
-derful flight. As long as she lived she regarded this
memorable coincidence as most extraordinary and as-

tonishing.”




CHAPTER VIII.
AvUSTERE LirE AND CHARITY ToWARDS OTHERS.

It is characteristic of genuine piety that it awakens
and nourishes in the heart of its possessor two desires
which are apparently incompatible, but which are-in
reality in perfect harmony. We refer to austerity
towards one’s self and a tender and considerate love
of our neighbor. 'We know of Gerard’s severity towards
himself while he was still in the world; it increased
considerably after his entrance into religion. ‘

‘Whether we consider Gerard’s cell, his garments, or
his other personal wants, we shall everywhere find that
he was contented with the least as well as the wordt
things.

‘With the permission of Father Cafaro, he had cho~
sen a dark corner of the house which was formerly used
by the Augustinians as a store room. His bed strictly
speaking, might be called an instrument of torture. Tt
consisted of a mattress padded with straw only along
the edges, the middle being filled in’ with sharp stones;
two tiles serving him for a pillow. On this hard couch
he took a short rest, which he endeavored to lessen
and interrupt by an inconvenient posture.

This austerity he practiced till the end of his life.
It was in Caposele that one of his brethren, actuated
by curiosity, found upon examining Gerard’s bed that
it was filled with stones and thistles.

The only piece of furniture which Gerard had in his
cell was a miserable chair. He had placed a number
of skulls around his bed.

He thought he was deserving of such austerity and
poverty, and considered a better dwelling too good for
him. When asked by one of his brethren why he wish-
ed to live so poor a life he answered: “I do it for the
love of God and my Creator. I deserve it.”
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‘When Monsignor Basta, Bishop of Melfi, and Mon-

signor Amato, Bishop of Lacedogna, came to Iliceto
to make their retreat and saw Brother Gerard's cell,
they did not find words to express their astonishment
at the sight of such extreme poverty and austerity.
. Later, however, to the great regret of the servant of
God, an ordinary cell was assigned -him, but he rarely
occupied it. When strangers came to the house to make
aretreat, or otherwise availed themselves of its hospital-
ity, Geerard was always ready to give up his cell. If he
found no hiding place that afforded him the desired
mortification he would sleep in any other corner of the
house, or on the floor of the church. The high altar was
hollow and the space which was shut off by a little door
was large enough to lie in. He was happiest in the
church near the Blessed Sacrament, just under the
altar on which the sacrifice of the Mass was offered
daily. Once, however, this pious practice caused him
great annoyance. Probably after too long a vigil, Ger-
ard had lain down there towards morning, to rest.
Very much fatigued, he had fallen into so deep a sleep
that he did not wake till after the first Mass had been
begun. The little bell that rang at the Consecration
roused him. But now he could not come out of his
hiding place without betraying his practice of morti-
fication and causing astonishment and distraction to
those who were present in the church. He was there-
fore obliged to remain under the altar still longer.

On other occasions when Gerard had to give up his
cell to strangers, he retired for the night to the stable,
and lay down to rest on the straw that was intended
for the beasts of burden.

‘When the Superior directed him to sleep as others
did, to use a simple straw mattress and not to sleep on
the hard floor or on stones, Gerard begged so earnest-
ly. and perseveringly that he might be permitted to
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continue his ordinary way of taking his rest that he
finally prevailed on his spiritual director to allow him’
to sleep on a board three times a week, and to use two’
tiles for his pillow. He also received permission to’
fasten stones to his feet, and to encircle his temples’
with little iron chains while he was taking his mghtly
repose.

The same austerity which Gerard practised as to his’
lodging and bed, he also showed with regard to the’
clothes he wore. Being the tailor of the house, it was'
his duty to distribute different articles of clothing, and!
he was thus enabled to clothe himself according to his
own taste. While he gave to others new and good:
clothes, as a rule he selected for himself the oldest and
worst. How poorly the good brother was often clad’
may be inferred from the fact that he was sometimes'
not recognized by outsiders familiar with the religious:
garb. The poverty of his dress gave rise to many mis-’
takes which were occasionally very comical, as we shall:
see further on., With all his poverty, he always had-
the highest regard for cleanliness, and was very far
from seeking virtue in negligence and slovenliness.

We have a.heady had occasion to mention how aus-
tere he was in regard to food, and merely wish to add!
that in all tlungs he depended on divine Provulencel
It is true, he never neglected anything that was en-t
trusted to him in this mattel but he was never anxious’
as the generality of people are even to provide for his-
necessities.

‘When he was sent from home to attend to some busi-’
ness, the Superior had always to give him directions as’
to how he should provide for his wants, for he himself
thought as little about them as sparrows think of their
food, relying with childlike simplicity upon the Pr0v1-
dence of God. }

One day he was sent to Terra d’ Accadia. He set*
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- out early in the morning, and as Father Minister had
forgotten to give him his breakfast before he left, he
" made the long journey without breaking his fast. When
. the good brother had arrived at the end of his journey
" he was so tired and weak that he fainted. To procure
. food for himself on the way had never entered his mind.
. The measure of austerity which the servant of God
_ exercised towards himself was also the measure of the
" charity which he exercised on behalf of others. Towards
himself he was hard and rigid, even while he manifest-
_ed to his neighbor a kind of charity resembling mater-
nal solicitude, which being sustained by the most sub-
" lime motives, extended to all persons.
, Itis quite obvious that his own brethren were, in a
- pre-eminent degree, the first objects of Gerard’s charity.
~We have already described how readily he assisted the
"lay-brothers working with him, and how anxious he
_was to do their work. We have also quoted the prin-
ciples which he had laid down for his guidance, with
respect to his intercourse with the lay-brethren. We
_only wish to remark here that he conformed most per-
fectly to these principles, and that he therefore beca,me
a model of brotherly love. ‘
" In the position of tailor he had the best opportunity
1o practise this charity, and we are told that he never
“missed it ; that each day he gave proofs of attention
“and readiness to do favors for others.

As glad as he was when he suffered personal want,
“80 did it seem insupportable to him when others suffer-
ed. One extremely cold winter he deprived himself of
_his warm waistcoat to give it to another who was in
need of it, satisfied with his wretched threadbare outer
. garment. He never desired to have any thing more
. convenient than others had, and joyfully gave up what
was better, being satisfied, as he expressed himself,

“with whatever God allowed him to have. For then all
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will be contented, and I myself will also be satisfied.”

Gerard was particularly charitable towards the sick.
If one of his brethren was sick, the saintly brother,
though not appointed to nurse him, went to sse him
at least once a day to console him and to perform some
little act of kindness. In general he showed attention
and sympathy which were prudent as well as tender.

Though Gerard’s charity was directed to his own
brethren in preference to others, the latter were not yet
excluded from it. He gave the clearest proofs of this
during his quiet life in the novitiate, and during the
time that immediately followed it, even before he was
obliged to associate with the outside world.

Canon Francis Anthony Sebatelli of Melfi was taken
seriously ill on a visit to the house at Iliceto. He had
not been particularly acquainted with the servant of
God. The latter was nevertheless ready to render the
sick man the necessary service, and watched day and
night at his bedside. Sebatelli did not know that the
obliging brother was depriving himself ‘of his night’s
rest. His astonishment was therefore great when, one
night, suddenly waking, he saw at the foot of the bed
the good brother, who was anxiously watching him.
Such great charity springing from the purest virtue
edified the Canon in the highest degree, and in order
to compensate the good bLrother he ever afterwards,
extolled the holy brother’s charity and goodness. '

Still more wonderful was Gerard’s charity manifest-
ed on another occasion; a hermit lay dangerously ill
in our house at Iliceto. The unfortunate hermit had
hitherto only deceived the world and had by no means
led the life which his dress betokened. The disease
of which he was slowly dying was as horrible as it was
fatal. His body diffused so offensive an odor that no
one could approach him without. feeling the greatest
disgust, and he was shunned by all unless they were
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obliged to visit him. Gerard bestowed the most mag-
nanimous attention upon this poor man. How the
servant of God yearned to save the wretched soul of
the hypocrite! However, his love and efforts were
fruitless. In vain did he represent to the dying man
the reasons for contrition and confidence in God; in
vain did he try to fan into flame the last spark of faith.
The dying reprobate’s heart remained insensible; and
as the imposter had despised so many graces, so he
also dispised this last and greatest of all graces. He
died impenitent, a most wretched death. Gerard never-
theless thought he could continue the exercise of his
charity, and recommended the soul of the deceased with
great fervor to God. "While he was once more praying
for him, the miserable man appeared to him and said
in a terrible voice: “Cease to pray for me; I am dam-
ned and I am damned by the just decree of the Almigh-
ty!” Gerard was so hormrified and frightened by this
revelation, that during his whole life he remembered
this occurrence with terror.

Just about this time, perhaps to console him in his
sadness and to increase his confidence, God permitted
him to know that the divine power and help were still
in an astonishing manner within his reach.

In the little town of Iliceto there lived a young man
who was lying hopelessly ill of consumption. His phy-
sician had declared his ina.bility to do any thing for
him. “In order to help him,” he said, “I should have
the power to make a new lung.” The sick man and his
family, in their terror at so sad a prospect had recourse
to'heaven; they had heard of Gerard’s great sanctity,
and of the power he possessed of working miracles,
They asked Father Rector to give the brother permis-
gion to visit the sick man. The Rector acceded to their
wushes and the servant of God came to the house just
as the physician was making his visit. Inhis presence
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Gerard now consoled the young man, encouraged him
to become pious, and told him to place his confidence
in God, “in Whose hands,” he said, “are the destinies
of men, and from Whom he might also expect the re-
covery of his health.” These words which were oppos-
ed to the verdict of the physician naturally displeased
the latter, he could not refrain from renewing his pre-
vious statement in which he declared the invalid to be
in a dangerous condition in the presence of the sick
man and of the whole family. “He cannot recover-
the lung is too far gone.”

“Well,” said Gerard, who looked at ‘things from a
different point of view, “the lung may be decayed; but
‘do you believe that God Who is the Creator of all things
could not supply a sound lung or restore the diseased
one to its former healthy condition? May it be pleas-
ing to God to work this miracle in order that confidende
may be instilled in the hearts of His faithful, and
they may be encouraged to call on Him for help, from
‘Whom alone they can obtain it!” Having said this, he
arose to depart. The parents of the sick man then ask-
ed Gerard to pray for him; to which the latter acquies-
ced. He kept his word, and his prayers were wonder:
fully efficacious. From this moment the condition of
the sick man improved, and after a few days he was
well. Everybody was astonished, especially the phy-
sician who now admitted in the presence of all, that
this cure was an undeniable miracle and that without a
miracle it could never have been accomplished.

The poor, as well as the sick, were the objects of Ger-
ard’s charity. Every poor man moved his feehngs and
if help- could be afforded it was always given. Even
those who were placed in a momentary perplexitity
could rely on the servant of God as & most ready helper

One day he met a poor man who was carrying a
bundle of dry wood on his head, on his way to the con:




AUSTERE LIFE AND CHARITY TOWARDS OTHERS. 125

vent, he was walking along with great difficulty, under
such a load. Gerard immediately came to his assist-
ance, put the bundle on his shoulders, and carried it to
the old man’s hut. The same thing happened at
St. Agatha di Puglie. Ascending a steep hill, he noticed
a poor woman who had just been washing clothes in
the river; the effort to walk up the hill with the wet
and heavy clothes on her head almost took away her
breath. He took the bundle from her at once and put
it on his own head. On entering the town he felt some
repugnanceé to appear publicly in this fashion. He
overcame human respect most heriocally and carried
the bundle through the public square of the town, and
did not give the clothes to the owner until he had reach-
ed the door of her house.

“In this act of charity,” say Father Tannoja, “he
most faithfully imitated Brother Curzio, who used to
exercise the like charity towards the street porters at
Scala.”

‘We have another example of his charming readiness.
to serve others, when on a certain occasion he had to
accompany several candidates for ordination he met a
number of workmen between Melfi and Atela who were
in great perplexity in consequence of the overflowing
river. They had been engaged to do some work on
the other side of the stream, but were afraid to pass
through the water. Gerard was ready to help them
immediately. - He was on the other side of the stream
and crossed it without delay on a horse; one after the:
other, he carried them in succession safely across the
river. Don Michele Pinto who was present, assures
us of Gerard’s confidence; that he rode not as through
raging torrents, but as if over solid ground.” The holy
brother anticipated no danger. To those who caution-
ed him not to be too daring he made answer: ‘“Carita
del prossimo!l” (Charity téwards my neighbor); and en-
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couraging his horse; he said: “Now my little horse,
let us do something to please God.” (“Cavallo mio,
diamo gusto al nostro Dio!”)

In the course of the journey he and the candidates
came to another river which they had to cross, and
which, like the first was very much swollen. No ford
could be seen. Gerard, however, was not perplexed.
He acted towards the candidates as he had acted
towards the workmen, and carried them separately in
safety to the other shore.

But, if charitable in temporal concerns, he was more
zealous in his charity when eternal goods — the interests
and salvation of souls — were at stake.

Hence he constantly prayed for the Church, for her
duffusion throughout the earth, for her chief Pastor
the Pope, for bishops and priests, for the missionaries,
especially for his own priestly brethren who were labor-
ing in the pulpit and in the confessional for the honor
of God and the salvation of souls.

The thought that the world is so cold, that it is a
stranger to God’s love, was peculiarly painful and in-
supportable to him. He longed to inflame the earth with
the fire that he felt burning in his own bosom. Those
souls who followed the inspiration of grace, who loved
and served God with a generous heart, were to him a
charming spectacle. It was difficult for him at times
to conceal the joy it afforded him. ’

On the contrary, the mere mention of sin caused him
great sadness. He would willingly have given his life
to prevent such an evil as sin. He often lost his
habitual cheerfulness instantaneously, when he reflected
that God is so often offended by man, and that the
sufferings of Christ are rendered fruitless by sin. Then
he would heave a deep sigh, and tears would trickle
~ down his cheeks.
~ 'We can therefore easily understand that poor sinners
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were the principal objects of his charit;'. In fact, he
would make the greatest sacrifices for their conversion.
His good works, his prayers, his communions, his suf-
ferings, — everything —- he offered up to God for them.

We may justly say that at this time his sentiments
werd not different from those to which he afterwards
gave expression in the following words: “O my God!
would that I could convert as many sinners as there
‘are grains of sand on the sea-shore, leaves of trees and
blades of grass on land, atoms in the air, stars in the
firmament, — as many as there are rays of the sun and
‘of the moon, and creatures which the world contains!”

1f the servant of God met a sinner and discovered
the possibility of saving his soul, the simplicity of the
‘brother was changed into energy, under the influence
of hope and charity; his taciturnity into eloquence,
his modesty into assurance; he then spoke in snch a
manner that no one could contradict his convincing
arguments nor resist his holy importunity. Rarely did
Gerard work in vain for the conversion of a sinner; sel-
dom did those who had been converted by him fall back
into their old vices. When there was question of the
saving of a soul, the servant of God knew neither
human respect nor threatening danger, though he never
transgressed the limits of his humble station, and he
always retained that calmness which is peculiar to vir-
tuous zeal, and which exerts such great influence over
others.

Between Iliceto and Fogg.a .nere was a tract of land
‘which belonged to the Duke of Bovino, which was in-
tersected by a road leading to Foggia. Owing to this
fact the duke’s land suffered considerable damage and
he wished to prevent persons from trespassing upon
his property. He therefore hired a few guards, whose
duty it was to warn travelers not to trespass. As it
sually happens, these men, in obeying orders, exceed-
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ed the power®which they had received, and treated
people with great harshness, and even with blows.

One day Gerard, who had been sent by his superior

to Foggia to attend to some business, returned home
by the forbidden road. He was’ ndmg on his horse,
wholly unconscious that he Wwas m]urmg any one, when
suddenly the guard rushed upon him in great excltement
and with a furious look. The guard was & ruﬁian a
monster of cruelty rather than a human being. ‘The
fact that he treated the poor lay-brother so. 1nhumanly,
proved that what had been reported was true. Amid
horrible curses he attacked, the unsuspectlng young
man, began to strike him with the butt-end of his mus-
ket, and finally inflicted a blow that broke one of Ger-
ard’s ribs, and caused him to fall senseless from his
horse. With all this the fiend was not yet satisfied.
He still continued to strike him’ w1thout mercy, and
finally he thrust the end of his weapon mto his brea.st
and sides. “I have long been wishing. to revenge my-
self on a monk,” said the infuriated monster, “yon have
just come, a.nd have most opportunely thrown yourself
into my power.”
. As he relaxed in his ill- tlea.tment Gerard cast him-
self at the feet of his enemy, to ask pa.rdon “I'dg not
want either excuses or pretexts,” the guard answered
more furious than ever, and began to beat him again
most unmercyfully. When Gerard saw that he liad a
man before him whom fury had rendered qulte insen-
sible, he resigned himself to his fate, and clasping his
hands he said: “Strike, brother, you have reason to do
so; continue to strike!”

This act of humility and of patlence produced the
same effect as cold water poured upon seething and
foaming water. Such resignation, such calmness, so
inconceivable a desire for sacrifice, , vanquished the
angry man; he came to hlB senses, a.nd as often ‘hap-
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pens with such persons, the frenzy of passion was fol-
lowed by most vehement self-condemnation and heart-
felt sorrow for having allowed it to control him to such
an extent. The guard threw away his musket, struck
his breast, and cried out with a voice choked with sobs:
“What have I done! Alas! What have I done! I have
killed a saint!” He then threw himself at the feet of
Gerard, begged his forgiveness, and asked him to for-
get all that had just been done.

The request was heartily granted. The servant of God
embraced the penitent sinner, now doubly rejoiced on
account of his wounds and pains, as he entertained the
hope of winning the soul of the unfortunate man. He
reiterated his excuses in all humility, and only request-
<d the guard to help him mount his horse and to accom-
pany him to the convent.

While riding home no complaint about the treatment
escaped Gerard’s lips. He sadly lamented the pitiable
condition of the soul of his guide; he therefore spoke
to him of those things which might induce him to re-
flect seriously on his conversion. He impressed upon
him, as well as he could, the heinousness of mortal sin,
spoke of God Whom he had offended, and spoke of the
fire of hell which he had deserved. He was only con-
-oerned about the salvation of this soul; the thought of
rescuing it from destruction constantly occupied his
mind.

He arrived at the convent half dead. He was at
-once questioned concerning the cause of his pitiable
condition. Gerard, however, not wishing to expose
his companion, and desiring to complete the work of
love with the greatest tenderness, said nothing about
the outrages he had suffered, but only spoke of a fall
from his horse. Moreover, he praised the kindness
shown him by the guard in accompanying him home,
-and knew how to exalt this slight kindly act in such
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a way that the guard received a recompense. Gerard
left him with the following words: “Brother, what you
have done to me, do to no other, lest you have cause
to regret it.”

These new proofs of an unspeakable charity produc-
ed a salutary effect on the intractable mind of the
guard, so that he fully opened his heart to grace, and
after he had publicly made known the whole occur-
rence to the honor of the servant of God, he came
to our house at Iliceto, where he made a general con-
fession amid many tears and other extraordinary signs
of contrition. Happy would he have been if he had
never again left the road of penance. But he was a
man of such character and disposition that persever-
ance in a good life could have been gained only by the
exertion of an iron will; he was one of those unhappy
beings who can disengage themselves from evil which
has penetrated all their inclinations and desires, only by
constant and fervent prayer. This exertion was too
much for the man, he had no desire to engage in a
battle with himself, and thus again fell into the vice
which he had lamented and detested with so many tears.

One day while he was again discharging the duties
of his office, he met a traveler, who was treated in the
same manner as Gerard. He made a furious attack on
him, and also began to ill-treat him, as he had done to
Gerard, with blows and thrusts, because he had tres-
passed on the grounds. The latter, however, was not
go lamblike as the poor lay-brother of Iliceto, and
jumped from his horse, snatched the musket from the
guard, and struck him a blow that threw him to the
ground half dead. The unfortunate man should have
regarded this as a warning from God, but he did not,
and though he soon recovered from his bodily wounds,

-his soul still remained ‘wounded and miserable. A
‘ghort time afterwards the tyranny of this incorrigible
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man bore its last sad fruit, In a new quarrel, a ball
fired by an enemy struck him and deprived him of life
as well as of the time for grace which he had so much
abused.

The lay-brother bitterly lamented the death of the
guard. As long as Gerard lived, he remembered the
unfortunate deceased, for, in consequence of the cruel
blows which the man had inflicted upon him his breast
was so affected that he frequently spat blood, and was
often overcome by extreme weakness. He never spoke
of the cause of this trouble. When one of the brothers
surprised him while he had another hemorrhage and
‘was going to tell the Superior of it, Gerard prevented
him from doing so. “O my brother,” said he to him,
with that humility which deems itself unworthy of any
care and attention, ‘‘you will confer a great charity on
me if you say nothing about this. Do not speak of it,
I beg of you, for I have often had such attacks, and I
never felt myself obliged to mention this trouble to any
one.”

Though the charity which Gerard revealed in the
conversion of the unfortunate guard was not accom-
panied by a permanent result, his zeal was crowned in
a hundred other cases with success in the realization
of his wishes. His efforts brought conversions which
were as complete and lasting-as they were wonderful,
and the house at Iliceto was in this respect a witness
of the most astonishing occurrences in regard to changes
that were wrought in men’s souls.

Among those who had come to Iliceto to make theu'
Tetreat there was a gentleman of high standmg He
‘wished to put the affairs of his conscience in order,
and began the spiritual exercises with a good intention.
But scarcely had he begun them than he lost his peace
of mind by a continual and vehement temptation to
despair. The devil exeited this in him, by pointing out
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the many sins he had committed, his ingratitude, and
the difficulty of effecting a true and perfect amendment:
of life. The poor sinner lost all courage. He lost hope
and the inclination to work successfully for the salva-
tion of his soul, which appeared to him quite useless.
He finally resolved to return home and not to trouble
himself about this matter. Gerard met him in this
frame of mind. Being inspired by God, the servant of
God knew the storm that was raging in the heart of
the unhappy man, and observed his increasing despon-
dency. He therefore hastened to offer him relief.
Without making a long introduction, he thus addressed
him: “What is the matter with you? Banish this mis-
trust; it comes from hell; for God and the Blessed
Virgin are obliged to help you.” This kind of language
made the nobleman blush ; he felt that his interior had
been read, and he was consoled and strengthened in
such a manner that he was at once free from the temp-
tation. He then banished all gloomy thoughts, and
grace triamphed.

- Another person, while making his retreat, had yield-
ed to the temptation to make an insincere confession,
and yet he wished to participate in the general Com-
munion which was held in the church, and had already
gone there, when Gerard, who was praying in the gal-
lery, became enlightened from on high in regard to the
interior of this man. Going down to him he called him
aside and represented to him with impressive words
the dreadful crime which he was about to commit.
Great was the astonishment, and overpowering the con-
fusion of the sinner. The scales fell from his eyes, and
what he formerly knew but did not regard, — the enor-
mity of his malice, — he now realized, and hastened to
seek a confessor, to whom he sincerely and humbly
‘acknowledged all his sins. ' In the excess of his repen-
tence he immediately went to the church in- which all
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had assembled, fell on his knees, and said in an aud-
ible voice: “I have been ashamed to confess my sins
to the servant of the Lord, but Brother Gerard made
them all known to me, and now I acknowledge them
before all men, to my own confusion.” The repentant
man would really have made a public confession of his
sins, had not a Father who was present emphatically
forbidden him to do so.

The servant of God performed a similar, yet greater
and more wonderful act of charity, in behalf of a priest
whom Monsignor Amato Bishop of Lacedogna, had
sent to our house at Iliceto, for the purpose of making
a retreat. This man had brought great shame upon
his sacred calling by a public scandel that had lasted
many years. Severity and kindness failed to produce
any effect. Exteriorly, he made the spiritual exercises
that had been forced upon him, in such & way that all
were edified; but interiorly he was unchanged, and
ready to continue his disgraceful mode of living.

" In order to wear the mask of the hypocrite till the
end, he also wished, like the others who were making
retreat, to approach Holy Communion on the appoint-
ed day. On his way to church for this purpose he was
met by the servant of God. Gerard detained him and
said: “Where are you going?” “I am going to Com-
munion,” said the wretched man. “To Communion!”
answered Gerard, in a tone of voice which expressed
horror, indignation, and reproof at the same time. “To
Communion! you are going to Communion! And this
sin and that and that you did not confess! Go back
and make your confession, but make a good confession,
if you do not wish the earth to open and swallow you!”
Greatly moved by language so powerful, which pre-
supposed a supernatural insight into his interior, the
priest repented, confessed his sins, and made a firm
and sincere resolution to change his life.
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With the best resolves he then left the house of the
Redemptorists, and returned to his home. However,
the fervor of his zeal lasted only a few months. Later
on, it again grew cold and the unfortunate man turned
back to the evil which he had left, becoming worse
than formerly.

Nevertheoless, the following year, he again came to
Iliceto in order to make his retreat with the Fathers.
Human respect had forced him again to assume the
mask of the hypocrite, and as if he had forgotten the
power of Gerard’s eye, he dared to say to him in answer
to a question about the state of his conscience, that all
was well with him, thank God, and that he had not re-'
lapsed into his former faults. Yet the servant of God
could not be deceived. Inspired by God, he knew as
well as he did before, the real condition of the man’s
soul, and was deeply grieved at the bold lie, which
convinced him that the wretched man had again fallen
into the snares of the “Father of lies.”

His zeal for souls encouraged him to hope for the sal-
vation of this soul, however discouraging the prospect
seemed to be. He now employed the most efficacious
means to accomplish this difficult undertaking. He
most fervently begged God to furnish him with power,
charity, and patience. Then he took a crucifix, and
proceeded to the room which had been assigned to the
priest.

Having entered, he immediately shut the door and
windows. He was very much agitated; in his heart
there was an ebb and flow of the most ardent zeal, the
most tender love and just indignation, which were re-
flected in his eyes, his manner, and his bearing. With-
out any introduction, the servant of God began the
subject and thus addressed the priest: “What does all
this mean, my dear sir? You have dared to offend
God in this manner! Alas, you ungrateful and wretch-
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ed liax! How is this? You have done nothing? You
have not relapsed? Look at these wounds of Jesus
Christ! Meditate on them! Who caused them, if not your
wicked deeds? You have made this blood flow from
His veins?” Saying this Gerard held the crucifix be-
fore the eyes of the sinner; and behold! from its hands
and feet there flowed real blood, — a miracle which
did not fail to make an impression on the mind of the
poor priest.

But the lay-brother continued his soul-stirring ap-
peal. “What evil has your God inflicted upon you?”
he said with increased energy. “For you He wished to
be born an infant in the stable; for you He lay on the
straw, deprived of all things!” While Gerard was
speaking, the priest saw the Infant Jesus in the hands
of the brother.

Yet Gerard ceased not to speak. ‘“What!” he again
said to the sinner, “you dare to insult your God, to in-
sult Him in such a manner! Alas, you remember that
no one can do this with impunity! God is good, but
in the end He chastises and punishes. You also, if
you do not put an end to your wickedness, will surely
experience this, What then will await yon — see here!”
Gerard made a sign with his hand, and before the eyes
of the sinner there stood a horrible demon, who with
threatening aspect turned towards him as if wishing to
attack him and carry him off. The sinner trembled,
and was struck dumb with terror. “Begone, you un-
clean beast!” said Gerard, when he noticed what effect
had been produced on the unfortunate man; and the
vision disappeared.

But now the heart of the sinner was shaken as it
were in its innermost recesses; he was filled with fear
and confrition. The image of celestial love as well as
that of diabolical hatred, which had been palpably re-
presented to him, had completely softened him.
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He could no longer resist. After Gterard had left
him, he hastened without delay to Father Petrella,
made his confession, narrated the miracles which had
converted him from his hypocrisy, and gave him
permission to make them public for the edification and
instruction of all. This time the amendment of his
life was perfect and permanent; the converted man
never more deviated from the right path, but till his
d=ath led a truly edifying and exemplary life. In this
way he blotted out all traces of former scandals.

As the servant of God converted this sinner by a
mysterious representation of the blood of Christ, of the
Infant Jesus, and of the devil, so on another occasion,
by a similar mysterious bringing forward of a soul from
hell, he moved another man to contrition.

This was a man who while making retreat intended
to approach holy Communion in the state of mortal
sin. Luckily Gerard met him at the right inoment,
and taking him aside he called him to account. He
spoke to him in a kindly manner and said: “My dear
brother, you are going to communion, and there is still
a grievous sin on your conscience which you have not
confessed. Do you not know what a great crime it is
to commit a sacrilege? Ab, if you do not know, I will
show you; see the hideousness of a sacrilegious soul!”
At this moment a lost soul appeared! The sight
of it was so terrible that the poor sinner trembled in
every limb, and burst into tears. He hastened back to
the confessional, made another confession, and amend-
ed his life. This admonition given by Brother Gerard,
and the vision of the lost soul was a salutary remem-
brance during the rest of his life, and helped him to per-
severe in subsequent temptations to sin.

A great number of similar conversions were brought
about by Gerard’s wonderfully sustained zeal. They
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all bear witness of the love the servant of God had for
poor sinners. _

There does not exist a more effective proof of the
zeal of the servant of God in this respect than the fury
of the evil spirit, who now annoyed the good brother
unceasingly, and even more than when he was still in
the world.The evil one augmented his attacks in pro-
portion as Gerard increased in zeal for the conversion
of sinners, and succeeded in this kind of work.

During the night, he was often attacked by a whole
army of evil spirits; they presented themselves to him
under the most frightful appearances; howled, yelled,
and threatened, as if they wished to tear him to pieces.
Once, while the servant of God was working in the
kitchen, they assumed the appearance of furious dogs,
and endeavored to push him into the fire. They often
dragged him through the corridors of the house, struck
him violently, or seized him by the throat and nearly
choked him. The Friday nights, during which Gerard
was accustomed to devote himself to practices of pen-
ance for the atonement of sin and for the conversion of
souls, were especially noisy and stormy. -

It is remarkable that they often told him in plain
terms why they annoyed him. One of the evil spirits
once said to him: “You do not wish to desist from rob-
ing us of souls —- I shall not desist from tormenting
you till T have put you out of this world.”

In spite of all this, they were not able to inspire him
with fear for any length of time. 'What he at that time
wrote to a distressed soul in regard to the terror which
is usually inspired by the devil, was for him a leading
principle. “If the devil,” “seeks to fill our soul with
fear, let us not be disturbed. It is his part to frighten
us; our part is, not to allow ourselves to be deceived by
his tricks. It is true, there are times when we feel
confused and weak. Yet if God is for us, if we have
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recourse to His power, we need not be confused and
faint-hearted, for there is no doubt that in these strug-
gles we are sustained by the Almighty’s arm. We can
afford to remain calm, and rely more securely on the
divine will.”

However furiously the evil spirits might attack him,
he still despised their want of power. “You can bark,”
he cried out to them, when they surrounded him like
hungry wolves, *“but while Jesus Christ and my dear
Mother Mary are with me, you cannot bite me.” And
when they attacked him somewhat boldly, he dipped
his finger into holy water, springled them with it
or made the sign of the Cross, and the infernal band
was dispersed as is the morning mist before the rising
sun.

“How many possessed persons,” says Father Tannoja,
“did he not deliver by one word! On one occasion,
when he had been sent for by one of these unfortunate be-
ings whom the devil refused to leave he put his cincture
around the waist of the person, and thereby put the
enemy to flight.”

The servant of God also possessed the faculty of being
sensible of the presence of the spirit in any place; no
matter how the evil one was disguised, Gerard could
not be deceived. Thus, one Sunday, two young men
were seen in front of the church; no one knew who
they were and whence they had come. Gerard saw
them and knew them immediately. “What are you
doing here?” he said to them, “this is not your place;
in the name of God go back to hell.” At the same
moment the two unknown men disappeared. They
were evil spirits. What reason they had in boldly
placing themselves near the church is unknown, yet
the fact is established, as more than one of the resi-
dents of the convent were eye-witnesses.




CHAPTER IX.
FirsT PUBLIC APPEARANCE. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION.

In June 1751, Father Mazzini? visited the house of
Tliceto as Inspector. This visit was of great conse-
quence to the servant of God. Having but recently
entered the community as lay-brother, he had not the
slightest prospect of being permitted to take his vows.
According to a custom hitherto observed in the Con-
gregation, the time of probation for lay-brothers had
been extended to a longer period of time, and there
were grave reasons for making ouly occasional except-
ions to this rule. Gerard was not physically strong,
yet his health had been exceptionally good during the
past year. Although his Superiors recommended him
and his co-brothers spoke highly of him, this was not
sufficient to prevail upon the holy Founder to admit the
servant of God to profession sooner than any other mem-
ber. One of the Consultors of St. Alphonsus, Father
Mazzini, a very influential adviser, personally observed

1) John Mazzini was born at Naples in the year 1705. Hav-
ing been ordained priest, he distinguished himself by a great
devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament, which he frequently
visited, especially in those churches in which the devotion of
the Forty Hours was celebrated. As St. Alphonsus, who at
that:time was at Naples preparing himself for the priesthond,
had the same pious habit, they could not fail to become ac-
quainted with each other at the foot of the altar. This ac-
quaintance soon:led to an intimate friendship, which proved
afterwards to be of great importance to Mazzini as well as to
St. Alphonsus. When the latter was called to establish the
Congregation, and communicated his plan to his friend, Maz-
zini not only encouraged him, butideclared that he was ready
to follow him as his first companion. He faithfully kept his
promise, although for the purpose of doing this he was oblig-
ed to remove many obstacles which were thrown in his way
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the servant of God and was thus convinced of the gen-
uine virtue and extraordinary spirit of the young lay-
brother. Father Mazzini maintained that the Congre-
gation received in him a heavenly treasure whose in-
trinsic value could not be doubted ; nothing would be
‘more reasonable than to receive him without further
hesitation. He therefore appealed to the holy Founder
to make an exception in Gerard’s case; and encourag-
ed those who made propositions to the Superior to that
effect.

St. Alphonsus consented, and in January or February
of 1752 a letter was received from the Saint at Iliceto,
permitting brother Gerard to enter upon his second no-
vitiate preparatory to taking the holy vows.

With what delight the servant of God obeyed this
direction can easily be imagined. In the meantime a
change had taken place in the house of Iliceto which
considerably affected the young novice. .

On the 30., or 31., of October 1751, Father Cafaro re-
signed his office as Superior, to assume new duties as
rector at Caposele. Father Giovenale substituted him -
for a short time, being succeeded by Father Salvatore
b—y his parents, relatives, and even his own director. “No one,”
he himself relates, “can form an idea of the distress to which
1 was subjected. Only after many entreaties and tears was
I allowed to join Alphonsus. This was in